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PREFACE. 

THE circumftances from 
whence thefe volumes 
take their rife, are related in the 
original with fo much fublimity 
and beauty, that the author can 
poffibly have no higher aim in 
view than by awakening the 
curiofity of young perfons to 
induce them to ftudy in the 
facred records thofe amiable 
chara&ers which are here but 
imperfe&ly delineated. And 

fhould 
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fhould fhe thus happily be in* 
ftrumental to their attaining an 
emanation of the virtues there 
fo intereftingly difplayed, fhe 
would efteem it a reward great- 
er than the moft unbounded 
applaufe. 

The more judicious and dis- 
cerning reader, will eafily per- 
ceive the following work to be 
a crude compofition ; but it is 
hoped the motive which led to 
its publication will procure a 
kind indulgence for its many 
imperfections, 

The 
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The moll grateful acknow- 
ledgements are prefented to 
thofe ladies and gentlemen who 
have kindly encouraged this 
publication, and whofe favor- 
able reception of it, and gene- 
rous allowance for its defects, 
is hereby humbly folicited, 

Yeovil, Feb. 1, 1785. 
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DAUGHTER of Heaven! cele- 
ftial meditation ! thy friendly 
aid I now entreat. Friend of wifdom 
and of human blifs ! Thou, like Hy- 
geia, fweeteneft life, and leaded the 
foul to joy ferene, unmingled with the. 
car.es of a fallacious world. Thou 
fanftifieft the looming walk ; and in 
thy meekly beaming eye the dew-drop 
A fhines 
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fhines with brighter radiance than the 
proud gem which drinks in Indian 
mines the folar ray. And often when 
the filver moon furveys her luftre in 
the reflefting brook, thou leadeft the 
rapt poet to fequefter'd fcenes, where 
the wild ftream daflies down the fteep, 
$nd hanging woods 6'erfhadow broken 
rocks, — Aided by thee, events long 
fince immers'd within the gulph of- 
time rife to his view ; thefe he arran- 
ges with affiduous care, and yields the* 
rich depofit to the hiftoric page.— 
'Twas Thou, O Power Benign, that 
with celeftiai wing didft hover o'er the 
Hebrew bard, when in Sinai's wilder- 
nefs he fought pure infpiration from on 
high; and, with a beam, fhot from 
Eternal Truth, fung the prHline 
day, when the terrene ball rofe to her 
Creator's view a beauteous fphere, 
harmonious and complete. 

Fain* 



i 



(3) 

. Fain would my pen, inform'd by the 
unerring page, aflert the wifdom of 
Eternal Providence, and to the 
wrangling difputant evince itsjuftice 
and benignity. — Oh ! for fome fpark 
of that ethereal fire which warms the 
facred lines, and glows in truth's eter- 
nal records ; then, O Thou Holiest, 
would I vindicate the dark, myfterious 
difpenfations of thy will from every 
impious doubter, and to the clouded 
eye of frail mortality declare thy 
boundlefs love and goodnefs infinite.— 
But though no prompting feraph aids 
my humble (train, ftiould this, my weak 
attempt, from fuffering virtue wipe the 
pearly tear ; teach modeft merit to fuf- 
tain the wrongs, the oppreffions of an 
injurious world, with meek-eyed pati- 
ence, fortitude, and hope ; it is enough, 
I envy not the applaufe which genius 
draws from adulating crowds. Be 
A & mine 
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mine the plaudits of the feeling heart ; 
and whilft the weeping marble perpe- 
tuates fome celebrated name, may my 
cold relics undiftinguifh'd lie; unvi- 
fited, fave by the filent ftep of a con- 
genial friend, who at the evening hour 
fteals unperceiv'd, and drops a facial 
tear.-— I afk no more. 

Beneath a verdant awning form'd 
of extended branches of intermingled 
cedars and olives, fat the happy patri- 
archal family. — Nature had fpread a 
carpet of the fofteft mofs beneath their 
feet; no glowing tapeftry of eaftern 
looms adorn'd the focial recefs ; but 
hedges of myrtle, mingled with wood- 
bines and rotes, bounded the delightful 
pavilion. Their table was of the whiteft 
marble, hewn from the rock, near 
which, on feats of mofly turf, fat the 
fans of Ifrael, each by the wife of his 

afFeftion ; 
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affeflion ; their little ones in innocenf 
paftime were playing around. On one 
fide, on an elevated feat, appear'd the 
venerable patriarch — his filver beard 
<lefcended to his breaft, and his coun- 
tenance, though imprefs'd by the fur-* 
rows of age, was majeftically fweet ; the 
rofes which a life of exercife and 
health had imprinted on his cheeks, 
were yet extant; and he appear'd 
fcarcely to have pafs'd the meridian of 
life, fo lenient had the hand of time 
alighted on his perfon. — On either 
fide of him were plac'd the two fons of 
-his belov'd Rachel ; Jofeph, who had 
juft furpafs'd the years of childhood, 
•and refemblcd thofe early buds which 
indicate perfeftion fuperior to the glow- 
ing bloflbms of the gay parterre : Ben- 
jamin was yet an infant, artlefsly fmi- 
ling in the arms of the aged Miriam ; 
}>ut in his infantine features might have 

been 
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been difcern'd the miniature refem* 
blance of his lamented mother. Dinah, 
the daughter of Leah, was among the 
happy group : (he was tall, and ele- 
gantly form'd ; her flowing hair wan- 
£on'd in the wind, it was void of every 
ornament, fave a few fragrant buds, 
which Jofeph, with affe&ionate pride, 
had entwin'd amongft its flaxen ring- 
lets. — Never had the lovely damfel 
quitted the proteftion of her fond pa- 
rent ; never had fhe wander'd from 
his paternal abode. The vivacity of 
youth and innocence appear 'd in her 
fnodeft eye. — 'Jacob caft on her a pa- 
rental look. ' May Heaven/ he cried, 
9 my belov'd Dinah, fhield thy inno- 
' cence— thy virtue ! Oh, my fons, 
1 proteQ. this tender plant when I am 
' defcended to the abode of eternal 
1 filence !' — c Ah !' cried the affec- 
tionate Jofeph, ' far, far from thee, 

* my 
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4 my fire, be that dreaded day ? May 
c our belov'd filler, may we all, long 
• be happy in the enjoyment of thy 
' love !' As he utter'd this, a tear 
flood trembling in his eye. The dif- 
cerning parent beheld it as the mod 
eloquent expreffion of duteous fenti/ 
ment, and with an affe&ionate kifs re* 
mov'd the filial drop. 

This foft interchange of tendernefs 
was feen by the brethren with painful 
emotion :— already they had beheld 
with envy the fuperiority of virtue in 
the firft-born of Rachel; and the 
efteem which his amiable demeanour 
every where conciliated, was torture 
to their malevolent breafts.— Reuben 
alone beheld the youth with an affec- 
tion ardent and fincere : he delighted 
in his ardefs converfe, and faw with 
rapture his opening merit.— Jacob, 

who 
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who tertderly lov'd his numerous off* 
fpring, was a ftranger to the envious 
fenfations which fecretly lurk'd within 
their bofotnsj andnow the fond fire, fur- 
veying the focial circle, felt his paternal 
heart dilated with domeftic happinefs. 
To all his children he diftributes the 
flavorous viands; their repaft was the 
elegance of nature, and confifted of the 
moft delicious fruits, pluck'd recently 
from the bending branches, or dried by 
fervent rays of the fun : — their bread 
was of the fined wheat, which Canaan 
plenteoufly afforded ; and near the 
bower attended the lowing heifer to 
yield her la&eal ftores. — In thofe hap- 
py days they needed not the pernicious 
aids of luxury to incite pall'd appe- 
tite: labour, or healthful recreation, 
enabled them to relifh the fimple cates 
of nature, and quench their third at a 
tranflucent fpring. — O enviable age 

of 
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of priftine innocence and uncorrupted- 
tafte ! 

Soon as the convivial meal was 
ended, the patriarch elevated his grate- 
ful eye to Heaven, and all were filent ; 
whilft in energetic ftrains he faid, 
Oh, ever Bounteous, ever Good, 
accept our praife ! Be thou ador'd, 
Great Source of every bleffing ! 
whilft thankful we enjoy the various 
produfts which the fertile earth at thy 
command affords. Adore the C r e a- 
tor, O my children ! let your conftant 
fbngs declare his praife ! 

Jofeph, whofe eye fparkled with de- 
vout rapture, replied, Can man be ever 
filent on the delightful theme ? Can 
man e'er ceafe to render thanks to 
Him who form'd the plenteous globe, 
and bade her produce whate'er con- 
duces to his fupport or pleafure ? Ah ! 
B could 
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could he thus ungrateful prove, the ir- 
rational creation would reproach his 
infenfibility. To the Fountain of 
Beneficence 'our conftant praifes 
fhall afcend ! they fhall echo through 
the rocks of Canaan and teach the ido- 
latrous around to own Jehovah's aw- 
ful name. But wilt thou now, our re- 
vered fire, enliven this focial meeting 
with the recital of thy life ? Say how 
this Gracious Being conduced thee 
in fafety from a brother's hatred. Often 
have my brethren wifh'd to hear the 
affe&ing narrative, — AH now feconded 
the requeft ; arid Jacob, with a conde- 
scending fmile, replied, Yes, my chil- 
dren, whom I ever beheld with ten- 
dered afFe&ion, I will indulge your re- 
queft. Can I deny ought which ad- 
minifters to your pleafure ? JJut where 
Ihall I begin the ftory of my life ? 
Shall I recall that fatal period from 

whence 
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whence the various ills that mark my 
life receiv'd their rife ; that transac- 
tion which even at this diftance of 
time fills me with the bittereft re- 
morfe ; — when I too freely yielded to 
the dictates of partial tendernefs, and 
deviated from the path of truth — that 
facred line, from which none ever de- 
parted and retained tranquillity?— *- 
Alas! too well you know that unjuft 
deed, when I deceitfully fupplanted my 
brother Efau of his blefling ; for never 
have I fought to conceal it from your 
knowledge, but held it up to view, 
that, like a beacon which dire&s the 
unwary bark, it may warn you of 
thofe rocks on which was wreck'd my 
happinefs.— So precious is integrity to 
the human foul, that thofe who for- 
feit it refign their claim to peace— 
what floods of tears has not that aftion 
forc'd from my eyes ? — The midnight 
B 2 air 
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air has witnefs'd my penitence — the 
hollow cave has refounded my contrite 
groans — The Most High, with whom 
is mercy, faw my repentance — faw and 
pardon'd — yet has the dire effeQs of 
that diffimulation tin&ur'dmy life with 
forrow. — O my children ! dread even 
a fmall offence againft integrity more 
than the tygrefs, who, conceal'd within 
the pleafing foliage, threatens your de- 
ilru&ion— and whilft you cenfure my 
immoral deed, recall to mind my pe- 
nitence — remember thofe diftreffes, 
which, as the fatal confequences, have 
clofely follow'd, and imprefs'd thofe 
aged cheeks with grief, 

Enrag'd at my deceit, Efau breath'd 
fury and revenge. — In the heat of 
youthful ardour/ 1 had afpir'd to be 
come the heir of the promifes, but far 
from poffeffing that felicity I had frau- 
dulently 
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dulently fought, my refle&ions on the 
bleffing thus acquir'd became the 
fource of anguilh infupportable. — Like 
fome bafe criminal, I retir'd from do- 
meftic fweets and wander'd in the foli- 
tary waftc ; here I caus'd the defert 
rocks to refound my cries ; I lay whole 
nights expos'd to the nofturnal air, nor 
valu'd a life which was fullied with in- 
fincerity and fraud. In the day time 
I retir'd to fome gloomy cavern to 
avoid the fearch of Efau. — Yet think 
not I dreaded the efFefts of his refent- 
ment ; I would readily have yielded 
myfelf to his avenging fword, and 
blefs'd with my lateft breath the hand 
that delivered me from an exiftence 
which was become burdenfome. But 
I dreaded the fight of an injur'd bro- 
ther : the reproaches of my own heart 
were more dreadful to me than death, 
accompanied by its utmoft terrors.— 

At 
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At length I was call'd to pay my laid 
duties to a dying father ; I drew near 
his couch ; my mother Rebecca flood 
near it fuffus'd in tears. 

I die my belov'd, faid the venera- 
ble (ire, with a voice tremulous and 
broken — I die, but the God of Abra- 
ham fhall be with thee ; his prefence 
fhall enliven thy folitary hours, Ihall 
comfort the days of thine affliftion.— 
The Almighty, who into being call'd 
jthis wond'rous frame, now fummons it 
to the duft. Submiffive I yield it to 
ihe Eternal Will ! The foul, that 
vita! (park of Hcav'n, ihall doubtleft 
return to its celeftial fource, to live, 
perhaps, in fome far diftant world ; if 
fo,thy kindred fpirit it fhall meet again, 
no more to undergothe priftine curfe.— - 
But fee, o'erwhelra'd with grief, Jacob 
draws near to receive aiafi embrace.—* 

Approach 
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Approach, my fon, and take the be* 
nedi&ion of thy father, whofe dying 
voice would comfort thine affliction. 
Ah! may thy brother mitigate his 
wrath ! joy would then irradiate thefc 
clofing eyes,— But, no ; his hatred pur- 
faes thee to deffru&ion : fly then, this 
land ; feek an afylum from his anger 
with thy mother's kindred ; their 
friendly roof fliall fhelter thee. — Go, 
and may the God of Abraham guide 
thee on thy way ! 

The venerable author of my being 
c'eas'd fpeaking, but I was unable to re- 
ply. I funk in forrow on his bed ; I wept 
aloud. — Opprefs'd by the emotion of 
his mind, the dying parent had funk 
into a gentle Dumber. My mother 
then taking my pafiive hand, led me 
from his prefence. I turn'd to take 
a : laft look of a belov'd father, whom 

I no 
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I no more fhould behold. I faw his 
countenance o'erfpread with a ferene 
fmile ; though fleeping, he feem'd ani- 
mated with more than mortal fenfa- 
tions. 

Soon as we had retir'd from the aw- 
ful apartment, I funk in the arms of 
ray weeping mother : forrow had fup- 
prefs'd the organs of fpeech, and we 
mingled torrents of tears, — At length 
the affli&ed matron broke the awful 
filence. 

O my fon! fhe exclaim'd, forgive- 
me, forgive the faulty excefs of my 
affeftion, which has involved thee in 
guilt and forrow ! but curfe not thy 
mother, O Jacob ! flie is already pu- 
nifli'd ; yes, the hand of offended Hea- 
ven is againft me ; it forces thee from 
my fight — thee, the darling of my foul ! 
O Efau f fpare thy guiltlefs brother, 

or 
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or pour thy fury on my wretched head* 
It was thy mother who fupplanted thee; 
thy mother's erroneous partiality de- 
priv'd thee of the*bleffing. Soon, foon 
flhall I follow my belov'd to the tomb ; 
perhaps, too, I muft behold my Jacob 
trembling in the cold agonies of death, 
by a brother's hand. Ah, no ! fly, fly, 
my fon, beyond the Euphrates' mighty 
waves: there fliall not Efau's fury 
reach thee ; there thou fhalt dwell in 
fafety* 

Alas ! I replied, how fhall I traverfe 
the tracklefs defer: ? I have never yet 
quitted this paternal roof; I have ne* 
ver wander'd beyond the fhelter of 
your protefting arm : yet I will go- 
yes, ye dear fcenes of my juvenile 
fports! I will leave ye; I will feek 
prote&ion from a brother's anger amidft 
ftrangers and a country to me un- 
known. OEfaul why perfecuteft thou 
C a for- 
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a forrowing offender? — But can I 
afk ? — I have deferv'd thy hatred ; yet 
the time may arrive when my penitence 
fhall move thy forgivenjefs. Perhaps 
when I am an unhappy exile from my 
father's houfe, thy bofom may relent ; 
it may companionate a fugitive bro- 
ther. — But O my mother ! fpare me I 
conjure you. Rack not my heart by 
thofe tears ; they are more dreadful tp 
my fight than the fword of Efau. — The 
God of Abraham will direfl; me ; the 
Fear of Ifaac fhall be my fhield : be 
comforted then, thou beft of parents ; 
we fhall meet again; the Highest 
fhall caufe me to return in fafety to 
fuppon thy declining years. 

Talk not of comfort,my fon,return'd 

the affli&ed parent. What comfort can 

there be in ftore for her whofe mifery 

is the fatal confequence of her own 

/^vvT7! r \ N error ? 
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error?— My fond partiality involves 
us both in woe. — O Thou Eternal, 
pardon the fault which fprung from 
maternal tendernefs alone ! Thou haft 
planted the love of virtue in the hu- 
' man breaft ; I obey'd the facred dic- 
tates ; the love of Jacob is the love of 
virtue. — If I have err'd, forgive ; on 
me alone pour thy chaftifement, but 
Ipare my Ton. Oh ! fhower every blef- 
fing on the head of Jacob, — On fpeak- 
ing thefe words, Ihe haftily retir'd, 
unable to fuftain the parting anguifh ; 
and when I turn'd to fold her in one 
more affe&ionate embrace,ihe had left 
me loft in fpeechlefs agony. 

My brother Efau ufually pafs'd the 
day in hunting. — He was now engag'd 
in thofe rural fports ; and I feiz'd the 
opportunity of his abfence to prepare 
for my departure.— I took fome cluf- 
C 2 ters 



(so) 

ters of dried grapes, which my mother 
had prepar'd, and a crufe of water 
from a clear fpring that iffu'd from a 
rock, near our dwelling. As I caught 
its tranflucent ftream, I felt my bofom 
agitated with undefcribable fenfations ; 
it was the fpring at which I had a 
thoufand times flak'd my thirft, whea 
fatigu/d with innocent fports and juve- 
nile aftivity. — Ah ! I cried, ye re- 
frefhing waters, never more (hall I re* 
cline on thefe moffy banks, attentive 
to your pleafing murmurs. — Thou foft 
fluid,which in thy fecret courfe through 
the caverns of the earth, imbibed the 
properties of various minerals friendly 
to our frame, no more (halt thou re- 
frefli my parch'd lips. I fhall in vain 
defire thee amidft the defert wildernefs, 
or fandy wafte. 

I now faintly arofe from the rock, 
en which I had fat thus penfively ru- 
minating 



minating, and grafping a ftaff from an 
adjacent coppice, left the abode of my 
father. — O my children ! let me not 
attempt a defcription of my feelings at 
that memorable period. May ye never 
experience fimilar fenfations ! Within 
the limits of domeftic love, may ye 
pafs your tranquil days, unacquainted 
with thofe pangs which muft attend an 
involuntary feparation from your natal 
land. 

Here the fage hiftorian made a 
paufe, and Jofeph uttering a profound 
figh, wip'd from his eye a chryftal 
tear. It was not unfeen by the tender 
Dinah, who in a (oft whifper affec- 
tionately enquir'd the latent caufe. 
Oh ! why my belov'd brother, faid the 
amiable maid, does thy benevolent bo- 
fom heave with fighs ? Surely there is 
more than fympatby in thefe tears.— 

No 



No caufe, my fitter, return'd the youth, 
can I have to difturb this focial har- 
mony with the fymptoms of forrow, 
fave the emotion which the recital of 
our father's fufferings excites within my 
heart. Methinks I am interefted in 
his feelings. O my Dinah ! I feel the 
pangs which at that moment wrung his 
foul, 

Jacob now refum'd his narrative.— 
Soon my children, continu'd he, were 
my native hills conceal'd from my 
view; — I look'd around, but the prof- 
pefts were new; I had never feen 
thofe mountains whofe grey tops 
faluted the clouds. I beheld ftretch'd 
on either fide immenfe plains, o'er 
whofe verdure my eye had never wan» 
der'd ; rivlets I bad never pafs'd ; and 
vaft herds of cattle who knew not my 
voice, 

I had 
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I had now attain'd a beautiful valley, 
which was bounded on every fide by 
rows of afpiring olives ;— the verdure 
of this fpot was unufually vivid, and 
the flow'rs that adorn'd the vernal foil 
difplay'd a variety of the moil bloom- 
ing tints, whofe freflinefs refembled 
thofe early blqffoms of the fpring, 
which have never felt the fervency of 
a fummer fun : the trees were crowded 
with innumerable birds of the gay eft 
plumage, who fill'd the filent air with 
their notes that were inexpreffibly 
fweet. 

The ardour of day was now abated, 
and 1 cou'd perceive -the oblique rays 
of the fun, glittering through the cir- 
cumfcriptive branches. Invited by the 
peculiar beauties of this charming 
fcene, I retted my weary limbs beneath 
the fhade* Here I faw vines of the 

richeft 
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rictieft foliage, loaded with glowing 
fruit, entwin'd around the (lately palms; 
and was agreeably furpriz'd by the 
dafliing of a fountain, flowing over the 
craggy rock. Vaft herds of animals 
friflc'd along thepaftures,amongft them 
I perceiv'd a lowing heifer, who feem'd 
to offer me her wholefome beverage. 

In .this charming folitude I could 
have dwelt for ever. Ah, ye tranquil 
fcenes! I exclaim'd— happy receffes !— 
Remote from the noife of men, here I 
could remain, where no implacable 
brother difturbs the eternal calm. Yes, 
ye peaceful tenants of the wild ! con- 
tent I would pafs my days among your 
harmlefs tribes. When arifing from 
the dewy earth ye fill'd the morning air 
with your bleating, I wou'd alfo ele- 
vate my matin fong ; and when at eve, 
in nature's language ye ador'd her God, 

my 
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my voice ftould fwell the general 
hymn. 

The luminary of day was now funk 
below the horizon ; the hills ceafed to 
reverberate with the low o£ cattle ; 
and the feathered choirs no longer pour'd 
forth harmony ; the nightingale alone 
warbled berfofe ndtes tcrthe vacant 
air, and iameJifluoosfirains greeted the 
kindling flirs that now apparent fhcuifc 
o'er all the blue concave ; the moon 
appear'd above the eaftern hilk, and 
began to feed her filver light o'er the 
Tallies.— -After having eat of thofe de- 
licious fruits which, invited my taflte, I 
feie&ed of the moffy turf a verdant 
pillow. O Gon of Abraham, faid I, 
extend profce&ioni to> thy fervant. The 
crowded city and the folitary plain are 
both replete with fafety, if thou, deny 
not thy providential care. No fears, 
D no 
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no anxious doubts difturb my peace ; 
calm I recline on the humid fod ; the 
hand which guides yon glowing orbs 
fliall banifli every ill. 

I now retir'd to my lowly bed, and 
foon funk in the gentle arms of fleep. 
Scarcely were my mortal faculties fuf- 
pended when to my view arofe a glori- 
ous vifion. I beheld a ladder whofe 
afpiring top was veil'd in clouds ; an in- 
finite multitude of angelic beings at- 
tended and defcended on it. With rap- 
ture I furvey'd the refplendent objeQ:, 
when fuddenly a flood of glory iflu'd 
from above, and a voice from out the 
dazzling cloud proclaimed, I am the God 
of Abraham and of Ifaac. The land 
on which thou lieft will I give to thee 
and thy pofterity, which fliall fpread 
far to the eaft and to the weft, to the 
north and to the fouth ; and in thee 

fhall 
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{hall all the families of the earth be 
blefs'd. Fear not then, thou defcendant 
of the faithful ! for I am with thee, and 
will guide thy fteps until I bring thee 
again to this land. 

I now trembling awoke.— An aw- 
ful dread had feiz'd the pow'rs of 
my foul. Ah ! I cried, how dreadful 
is this place ! the Eternal Majesty 
has deign'd to vifit it with his imme- 
diate prefence; theHoLY One has hal- 
lowed the facred fpot ; it is the temple 
of Jehovah! it is the portal of Hea- 
ven! — I then collefted the ftones which 
had compos'd my pillow, and ere&ed 
an altar to the Supreme, who from 
the Heaven of Heavens had conde- 
fcended to companionate my afflic- 
tion.— The rude heap thus rais'd by 
the hand of gratitude boafted not the 
fculptor's art ; the pointed chiffei had 
D 2 never 
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never greeted its rugged furface ; it 
knew no polifli 'but that o£ nature.— 
The Most High, my children, who 
pervades the feoret motions of the 
heart, regards the unpolilh'd mound 
which genuine piety has rais'd, more 
than the oftentatious pile reared by the 
mandate of ambition. — No lamb whofe 
lucid fleece emulated the new-fall'n 
fnow,bledon my humblealtar ; Ihad no 
flocks from which to feleQ: the fpotlefs 
vi&im, nor coftly odours of the eaft to 
perfume the fanning gales ; a ftaff and 
crufe of oil was all a brother's rancour 
tiad referv^d me, fave the refrething 
draught which 1 had drawn from the 
chryftal fount : with thefe I journeyed 
from my father's houfe ; with thefe, pur« 
fu'd my way along the pathlefs wild.— • 
I took the oil and pour'd it on the 
altar ; the foft libation llow'd around ; 
it diftrlfd in precious drops on the 

green 
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green turf : die herds of animaJs who 
inhabited the valley throng'd around ; 
they gaz'd in filence : the breezy breath 
of air ceas'd to undulate the olives ; 
their leaves no longer danc'd to the 
curling zephyrs: the fun darted a 
milder beam, as if nature herfclf par- 
ticipated in the. pious focrifice. — My 
vows were mingled Avitb the offering. 
Never, I cried, O thou Hope of 
Abraham! never fliall my confeious 
foul acknowledge another God. It 
defires thee with no lefs ardour than 
the tfairfty hart explores the grate- 
ful rill amidft feme fultry defert.-~ 
life of my foul ! from thee I defire 
exiftenee*— -Should the rcfplendcnt 
fitn be annihilated, (hould his beams 
ceafe to refre& the earth, the fprings 
of vegetation would be fupprefs'd, and 
oatore in droopisg languor mourn; 
yet ioconfidertbk the tofs to what 

the 
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the rational world mud feel, fliould'ft 
* withhold thy gracious prefence.— 
I go fecure in thy love ; thy protec- 
tion (hall fhield me from unnumbered 
evils which await my fteps. May 
fome celeftial minifter accompany 
my folitary way !— A voice that re- 
fembled the foft echo which is heard 
among the hills, when the ftiepherd's 
pipe refounds through the grove, re- 
fpons'd, Fear not, thou fon of Ifaac, 
to purfue thy deftin'd courfe : thou art 
not alone ; myriads of benign fpirits 
patrol the earth unfeen by mortal eye ; 
we accompany the virtuous through all 
(heir various toils ; we delight to attend 
the happy favourites of theHiGHEST.— 
I turn'd to behold my celeftial friend, 
but he was conceal'd from my fight ; 
his voice imparted {lability to my for* 
titude, and I departed from the agree- 
able valley where I had pafs'd the noc- 
turnal 
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turnal hours.— The fun was rifen above? 
the horizon ; broad and refplendent ^ 
ifiu'd from behind the mountains, and 
chas'd the black clouds from his efful- 
gent prefence ; his ruddy beams glow'd 
on the top of Gilead, and illumin'd the 
bufhy fummit of the tall cedar. 

I now enter'd thofe immenfe de- 
ferts whofe tracklefs fand is unmark'd 
by human footfteps. Here I perceiv'd 
ftupendous rocks in all the wild magni- 
ficence of nature, adown whofe broken 
deep vaft foaming catara&s dafh'd with 
terrific noife, and in a whiten'd ftream, 
impetuous ran along the deep-worn 
channels; majeftic trees, whofe an- 
cient trunks ne'er felt the woodman's 
ftroke ; and vines whofe entwining ten- 
drils afk not the hand of cultivation. 
From impenetrable forefts refounded 
the dreadful howlings of the monfters 

of 
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r ♦ Wlefert. I beard tmappall'd the 
tr~ *^*5us roar; my foul wa& ani- 

ateaWh fupernatural fortitude — and 
now an enormous animal bounded from: 
a thicket; it tarn'd ferocioofly to- 
wards me, and his gbaftly look threa- 
tened deftruftion; he derated his 
grifly mane ; he approach'd, and ex- 
tended his horrid jaws, menacing m- 
ftant death. At that moment I lifted 
my ftafF; a power more than mortal 
aided my feeble arm, and dire&ed the 
fatal blow, which fell with violence on 
the head of the furious beaft : he 
writh'd his convuls'd limbs and gnaw'd 
the dull ; vaft tides of gore bedew'd 
the ground; his dreadful eye-balls no 
longer roird,but clos'din death,— Thus 
refcu'd from impending deftruftion, I 
contemplated jny vanquifti'd foe; the 
ftrength and juft proportion of his 
form ; and the beauty of his fkin, which 

was 



( 33 y 

was of the pureft white, adoin'd. t wjtJb 
ionumerable fable fpqfs; it «' ^ n .^* 
preffibly beautiful. — How wona jt^ 4 
1 cried, O thou Creator, are the ex- 
ertions of thy wifdom and power ; they 
infpire our refearches in the abodes of 
civiliz'd life, and are no lefs confpi- 
cuous in the unfrequented defert. 

Thus I purfu'd my way, unhurt by 
perils, and after many painful marches 
attain'd the banks of the Euphrates.— 
Here, with profound aftonifhment, I 
furvey'd the mighty flood ; I faw the 
heaving wave awfully uplifted from the 
bottom of the abyfs; it dafli'd on the 
diftant banks with a hollow found that 
refounded through all the fecret caverns 
of the deep. — Often had I ftood on the 
oozy borders of the ancient Kifhon, 
and view'd the playful fun-beams in 
the filver Aroer* : I bad beheld alfo 
E the 
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the redundant Jordan, when fwoln 
by catara&s fro® the fnowy tops of Li- 
banus. Yet what are thefe ? — their 
united ftreams would feem but as a 
gentle curreht compar'd with that ma- 
jeftic flood. 

Soon after I had gain'd the fartheft 
fliore, I defcry'd the fertile plains of 
Mefopotamia. — Hail, pleafibg land ! I 
cried, congenial woods ! beneath whole 
fliade the faithful Abraham pafs'd the 
morn of life, dr on your mountains 
breath'd th6 healthful gale. Perhaps 
,thofe vernal groves have witnefs'd to 
the awful voice which call'd him from 
his country and his father's houfe, to 
traverfe a region diftant and unknowft. 
With what implicit revrence he 
obey'd ! nor fwelling flood, nor track* 
fefs wild allay 'd his ready zeal ! —Oh ! 
may the blefs'd example fire my foul ! 

May 
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May I, like him/ count all impedi- 
ments of fmall import, which WQuld ob- 
ftruft the path of meek obedience !— 
Such were my meditations as I epter'd 
the land of my anceftors. As often 
as I refleSed on the pious fortitude of 
our great progenitor, I felt my droop- 
ing refolution invigorated ; the tedious 
toils I had pafs'd were forgotten in the 
memory of his virtues, and every nerve 
feem'd animated with new vigour. 

It was now the hour when the pa- 
tient camel reclines his weary limbs to 
reft; when the fhepherd feeks the. 
humble cottage; and the penfive ear 
catches the tinkling found of the dif- 
tant fheep-bell, wafted on the filent 
breeze ; culinary fires illumine the 
cheajful cottage, and the bufy houfe- 
wife prepares a repaft for the weary 
fwain ; cjouds of fmoke arife from the 
E 2 brown 
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brown hamlet, which condens'd by the 
humid air, form a blacken'd column.— 
I now faw the rofy virgins of Haran 
conducing their flocks to the limpid 
brook ; among them was the blooming 
daughter of Laban. O my fons ! how 
fhall I paint the fenfations which then 
poffefs'd my foul ? How {hall the lan- 
guid voice of age exprefs the ideas 
which animated the breaft of youth, 
when innocence and beauty. charm the 
ecftatic fenfe ? — In the enchanting per- 
fon of the lovely Rachel every ami- 
able virtue (hone confpicuous. My 
heart was fufceptible of the power of 
beauty, but it was more exquifitely at- 
tun'd to the love of virtue : how (hall I 
then tell you my emotions, when both 
confpir'd to charm the enraptur'd eye, 
and awaken every tender, every noble 
fentiment ; when both united to infpire 
the warmeft friendlhip and the pureft 

love? 
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love ? — I ran and drew water for the 
thirfty flocks. Within my agitated 
hand the ponderous done which con- 
ceaTd the limpid wave, feem'd fcarce 
more bulky than the vernal leaf that 
flutters in the wind. 

Here the patriarch made apaufe; 
his voice became tremulous and bro- 
ken — he figh'd — he wept.— Judah, 
fpringing forward, thus addrefs'd the 
fire : Ceafe, O my parent to awaken 
reflexions that agitate too feverely thy 
aged frame ; fufpend the interefting 
narrative ; fee the fun is already fet ; 
the fhadows of evening defcend ; re- 
tire to thy couch, and the God of 
Abraham blefs thee with fweet repofe ! 
When exhaufted nature has thus re- 
pew'd her ftrength, we will afk the con- 
tinuance of an hiftory which has 
awaken'd every fofter feeling of the 

heart.— 
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heart.-*— Jacob replied, Fain, my chil- 
dren, would I yet indulge your blame- 
left curiofity, but feeble nature fink? 
unequal to the talk. We will retire 
and invite the fomnific balm of fleep ; 
but Brit let us yield our grateful tribute 
to Him whofe hand fuftains us 4 through 
the day, and humbly afk continuance 
of His care, during the hours of ap- 
proaching night. 

The patriarchal family quitted their 
grafly feats, and in a reverential atti«- 
tude ftood ready to offer their evening 
orifon to Heaven.— The hoary parent 
was (urrounded by his num'rous off- 
fpriflg, and though opprefs'd by the 
weight of age, he furpafs'd them all in 
the gracefulnefs of his perfon.-r-Thus 
-looks a lofty cedar of Libanus, /encir- 
cled by the young cions which Ihoot 
•beneath the ihadow of his branches.-** 

The 
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The ancient of Ifrael elevated his fer- 
vent eyes to Heaven : the folemn cir- 
cle, all filcntand attentive await his 
words. — An holy prieft, offering a 
burnt facrifice to the Creator of in- 
numerable worlds, ftands rapt in cele- 
flial ardours before the facred altar ; he 
feels not the incumbrances of mortality, 
but refembles a pure fpirit communing 
with his Goo. So look'd the pious 
Ifrael, when amidft his furrounding fa- . 
mily he thus offer'd an evening hymn 
to the Omnipresent Deitt. 

We thank thee, O God, maker of 
this globe, and all the worlds which 
move within the azure fpace; we thank 
thee for the bleffings of the light. Fain 
would we pafs the hours of darknefs 
beneath thy Ihelt'ring care. Yes, thou 
Omnipotent! we will retire to our 
couch, and dole our eyes in fweet re- 
. . pofe 
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pofe ; thy prefence fhall banifli every • 
evil,and enliven the no&urnal gloom.— 
Eternal Source of good ! be thou 
ador'd throughout the wide extent of 
thy creative love. Ye woods, ye 
waves, declare your God. Wbifper 
his praife ye ruftling winds, 'and own 
his power thou vernal lawn, when fpring 
with faireft flowers decks your ena- 
mell'd foil. Let your placid murmurs 
fpeak his praife, ye gliding rills ; and 
dews, which foft defcending fun-beams 
bear from the briny main, tell, as ye 
fly in aerial refervoirs, or in genial 
fhow'rs fall on the thirfty earth, how 
wife, how good, is the Great Lord of 
all.— Nor think we, oft as wintry ftorms 
deform the chilly air, that Heaven is 
lefs beneficent,than when he leads pro- 
lific funs to fwell the purple juice. His 
love is utter'd by rough Borean blafts ; 
anAjtempefts wild that fweep the afto- 

nifh'd 
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nifh'd world, dill in difcordant notes 
declare harmonious goodnefs. And 
thou, my foul, fpark of celeftial fire, 
chaunt the exhauftlefs theme, when ri- 
ling morn irradiates the earth, when 
fervid noon flames o'er a bufy world, 
or when foft fliades invite to fragrant 
bowers and fcenes of rural peace.— 
Angels, whether on this fphere or on 
far diftant orbs ye dwell, ftill let di- 
vine beneficence employ your ceafe- 
lefs fong. 

The enraptur'd parent ceas'd fpeak- 
ing, but ftill the pious family kept 
filence, as though the voice of the ve- 
nerable worfhipper yet founded in their 
ears. — At length, after receiving the 
paternal benediction, they quitted the 
focial bower, and each with his belov'd 
wife and lifping infants, retir'd to their 
feparate abodes. Soon foft (lumber 
clos'd their eyes, for tranquil is the 
F couch 
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ed their repofe, whilft the glittering ' 
conftellations darted their Umbenfc 
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SOON as the purple morn dawn'd, 
the families of Ifrael repaired to 
the bower, impatient to hear their re- 
vcr'd parent relate the events of his 
early days*— Him they found feated be* 
neath a palm that grew near the fecial 
dwelling. He had already enjoy 'd the 
odoriferous fweets of a neighbouring 
meadow, and imbib'd the healthful 
F 2 breezes 
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breezes which fwept the adjacent hills,, 
Never had he enervated the vital fyf- 
fiem by indulging luxurious indolence ; 
he had been ever accuftom'd to fhake 
off the filken bands of fleep before the 
tints of Aurora had ftreak'd the eaft, 
or the morning ftar conceal'd her lucid 
horn.— -He beheld the approach of his 
children, and his heart dilated with pa- 
ternal affe&ion. 

Acrofs a lawn yet glift'ning with the 
pendent dews, Ifrael beheld his belov'd- 
Jofeph conducing the amiable Dinah, 
blooming as the opening day. Invited 
by the beauty of the morning, the filial 
pair had wander'd to the fummit of a 
diftant hill, from whofe elevated height 
might be feen extended to the blue 
horizon, a beautiful campaign, inter- 
fpers'd with waving woods and flow'ry 
lawns ; here yellow with fields of ri- 

pen'd 



(45) 

pen'd harveft ; there white with innu- 
merous flocks. — Inform'd by a tafte 
the mod elegant and refin'd, thefe ami- 
able defcendants of Ifrael contemplated 
the luxuriant fcenes with peculiar de- 
light ; fufceptible of thofe delicate pica- 
fures which ingenuous minds imbibe 
from a furvey of the various works of 
nature, their eyes wander'd with tran- 
fport o'er the variegated profpeft, and 
their hearts expanded with a tranquil 
joy, unknown to the fons of riot or the 
votaries of diffipation. 

How refin'd my belov'd fifter, faid 
the firft born of Rachel, are thofe plea*- 
firres which the mind receives from the 
contemplation of its Creator's works? 
how pure the delight which attends 
fuch refearches ! See where now the 
golden fun appears to re-animate the 
fair creation ! the duflcy earth at his 

approach 



proach lays afidc her fable robe* 
ow joyous look the fields, the groves! 
ow fpring the bleating paftures! How 
tile the dewy lawns ! Nor lefs the 
telle&ual world partakes the general 
y ! The human heart expands, and 
t buoyant fpirits, rais'd by the fun's 
:hilarating beam, fly light and happy 
sr the chearful globe.— -Vainly do 
ftaken mortals explore the footfteps 

pleafure in the midnight revel or 
i throng'd dome ; vainly they trace 
r through the maze of folly or laby~ 
rth of vice : fhe is of divine extrac- 
>n, and mocking the fallacious aids 

art, pours her influence on the un- 
nted mind.— Why flieds the parent 
b his clearing rays, painting the 
eadows with each vivid tint, and 
ightening the fragrance of the fpicy 
oves; why fhines the moon with 
fter light, inviting to the humid 

lawn 
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lawn or filvery bow'rs, but to communi- 
cate delight to man ? — Pleafure is na- 
ture's di&ates ; fhe bids her children be 
virtuous and be blefs'd ; and the 
Great Fountain ofBeneficekce* 
well pleas'd, beholds his creatures hap- 
py, in that fair profufion which his 
bounty yields* 

Thus fweetly converfing they pafs'4 
through flow'ry lawns and woods yet 
glift ning with the pearly dews, to the 
paternal abode, where the happy fa- 
mily affembled with affe&ionate gra- 
tulations.— Again they offer'd their 
ardent adorations to the Supreme, and 
fupplicated divine prote&ion through 
the enfuing day. — When all were 
feated around the bower, the indul- 
gent parent with a benignant fmile re- 
fom'd : 

Rachel 
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Rachel receiv'd thofe friendly offices 
with a blu(h, which heightened ev'ry 
charm ; but when I inform 'd her of the 
tie of confanguinity by which we were 
allied, a fudden jay brighten'd in her 
radiant eyes. I welcom'd the propi- 
tious omen, and accompanied her to 
the dwelling of Laban. — As we were 
yet on our way thither, I faw a venera- 
ble old man approaching towards us, 
leaning on bis ftaff. Ah ! cried I, my 
amiable relative, is not that majeftic 
perfon your father, the brother of my 
mother ?— I cannot be miftaken ; I lee 
the benign features of her who gave 
me birth : it is Laban the father of my 
Rachel. 

It is, interrupted (he, my belov'd pa- 
rent. Ah ! with what rapture will he 
receive the fon of a fitter whom he 
tenderly loves, whofe name he de- 
lights 
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lights tQ repeat, and whofe abfence he 
afie&ionately deplores ! 

Scarcely had lhe ceas'd fpeaking, 
when the aged Lab an drew near : he 
caft a look full of affe&ion* on his 
daughter: he faw me and made a 
paufe : his eye was fix'd on my perfon ; 
be remain'd in the attitude of fur- 
prize. — Receive, O my father ! faid 
the amiable Rachel, » youth, who by 
many painful ftcpshas atiain'd our hof- 
pkaWe abode, from a far diftaot couj*- 
try. Do not the lineaments of that face 
prefeitt you with the refemblance of 
poe (till precious to your memory? 
Behold, my parent, the defcendam of 
your fitter ! the fon of your Rebecca I 
—-At thefe words be extended his arms 
to embrace me ; I funk on his aged 
breaft, and we mingled tears of joy : 
then, raifing his head, he again atten- 
G tively 
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lively furvey'd me. Thou art, he ex* 
claim'd, thou art indeed the offspring 
of my filler. 1 fee her dear refem- 
blance in thy form. — O thou Su p r e m e ! 
haft thou given me to fold in thefe aged 
arms a fon of my Rebecca ! — Wel- 
come, dear youth, to thejand of thy 
anceftors ! Welcome to the roof where 
thy mother firft drew the breath of life ! 

I ftrove to exprefs my gratitude for 
thefe effufions of friendlhip, but I was 
unable to fpeak. At length I articu- 
lated, O God, how haft thou extended 
thy goodnefs to thy undeferving fer- 
vant! Here, even beyond my moft 
fanguine hopes, haft thou provided an 
&fylum from thofe dreadful perils which 
threaten'd my definition. 

What perils, anfwer'd La ban, my 
fon, haft thou efcap'd ? What deftruc* 
tion awaited thee ?— Rachel was filent, 

but 
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but her eyes feconded the enquiries of 
her father,— I recounted the rancour of 
my brother Efau, who, with implacable 
fury, threaten'd my life; nor did I con- 
ceal the ambiguous conduct which had 
excited his animofity.— Laban reprov'd 
me for the guilty fraud.— Deftru&ive, 
my children, continued he, are the de-' 
viationsfrom integrity, to mental peace. 
Alas ! he who unhappily wanders from 
that facred path knows not till late the 
fatal maze which waits his guilty fteps ; 
a thoufand evils lurk, a thoufand dan- 
gers rife amidft his way; Eternal 
Truth abhorrent views the bafe ixanf. 
grefTor.— Ah ! may the errors of thy 
youth infpire thee with fortitude to 
purfue unerring re&itude of word and- 
will— but I would not pierce thy foul, 
which has already bled at memory of 
thy fault. Be comforted ; with the 
Most High is mercy ; his pardon foU 
G 2 lows 
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lows gfcfmine penitence. With til* 
thou (halt be fafe ; rto perils •wait with* 
in my friendly roof, that calm abode 
of harmony and peace* 

Thus did that benign old man dif- 
fufe the lenient balm of confolation 
o'elr thofe wound* which had been made 
by true contrition.— He walk'd feebly 
on, evading all fupport but that whick 
a tugged ftaff afforded, I followed, 
conducing the gentle Rachel ; and in 
this manger we enter'd the houfe where 
Abraham had pafe'd the hours of youth. 
Here bo cold civilities exprefs'd a feign d 
welcome ; all was fincerity, and every 
voice fpoke the language of hofpitality. 
—A table was infUntly fpread before 
us, and heap'd with whatever could re* 
frefh the languid fpiriu and reanimate 
drooping nature.-— After partaking of 
the friendly meal, I retir'd to repofe, 

and 
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and toon forgot my toil in the eoibrace* 
of flumber.— Thofe foft ideas which 
every fcene around me tended to in- 
fpire, now brought to my imagination, 
as I flept,the remembrance of the ve* 
iierable Abraham ; I thought heftood 
before me, and with an inefiable finite 
faid, O Jacob ! who haft early tafted 
of that adverfity which it is decreed 
fliall mark thy future life, be not dif* 
may'd though thou eateft the bread of 
forrow,— Thou fhaltbe a father of na- 
tions, and kings (hall adorn thy future 
progeny. — I awoke at the dream, and 
grofq to tend the flocks of Lab an. 

In this rural employ I was often ac* 
companied by the amiable Rachel, 
whom I tenderly lov'd. Each day I 
difcover'd in her fome new perfection, 
fome excellence of mind, which I had 
pot before difcover'd. My paffion be- 
came 
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came daily more permanent, and ex<* 
ifted with an ardour at once the molt 
lively and refin'd. — How blifsfully flew, 
the filver hours ! The balmy zephyrs 
gently blew, and chryftal ftreams mur- 
mured foft melody in my delighted ear, 
when feated in the auburn (bade, with 
our fleecy flocks around us, I exprefs'd 
in chaften'd ftrains my love. But O 
how fuperlative the joy to find my pure 
affe&ion was returned by her with all the . 
warmth of the tendereft efteem, and 
all the innocence of the mod unfullied 
virtue. 

The content of Laban to unite our 
willing hands alone was wanting, to 
render my felicity greater than that, 
• which generally conftimtes the lot of 
mortals. I had no hills whofe verdant 
fides were cover'd with lucid flocks ; no 
bleating paftures own'd me for their. 

matter : 
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tnafter : tfee labour of my hand* waa all 
I could confign for dower ; that I of- 
fered the approving fire; he accepted 
ttxy fervices, andfcven years I bore the 
fultry droughts of fummer aod winter's 
chilly blaft ; hope infpir'd me with pa- 
tience, apd love infpirited my ready 
zeal. — At length the day approach'd 
when my fervitude Ihould have ex* 
pir'd ; when my unalterable affe&iori 
fhould have met its juft reward : ar- 
dent I flew to claim my deftin'd bride, 
When, lo ! abafh'd, chagrin'd, I found 
her Leah; for tyrant cuftom had de- 
creed the youngeft ne'er before the 
elder Ihould unite in love's indiflbluble 
bond. — Yet think not Leah deftitute of 
charms; though lefsbeautifufthan Ra- 
chel, an amiable benignity was diffus'd 
o'er her air, and in every action the 
mild domefttc virtues were difplay'd.— . 
I bad ever felt for her a pure efteem ; 

the 



the fcniimenu {he had infyir'd weiw 
thofc of the warmed friendship, yet dif* 
tinft from that foft fenfotion which own* 
a tend'rer name. My heart had long 
been devoted to the lovely Rachel ; it 
could not be another's* 

Leah, burfting into tean, lamented 
the defpotic tyranny of cuftom.— -I 
know,faid {he, ray happy lifter poffeffes 
thy affe&ion ; long have I feen your 
mutual love. The youthful hope* 
which once I fondly cherilh'd are no 
more. I know too well thy honour 
and thy manly firmnefs e'er to fuppofe 
thy paffion can endure a change. No. 
May my belov'd rival long be happy in 
thy virtues ! yet,fince a father's will has 
thus united us, fhall not the unfortu- 
nate Leah at leaft afpire to thy friend- 
ship ?— -'tis all I aik.— Say, can'ft thou 
not afford one benign fenfation for her 

who 
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"who feels for thee the warmeft love ?•— 
Suffer tiie to attend thy fteps, to tender 
thee every friendly affiduity. When 
on the fultry mountain thou languifheft 
beneath meridian beams, I will fetch 
thee water from the cleareft brook ; 
and when thou returneft at eve, op- 
prefs'd with toil, will fmooth thy couch, 
and watch thy peaceful (lumbers. 

Deep fighs now heav'd my laboring 
breaft ; I could no lortger refrain from 
tears ; and tenderly embracing her, I 
exclaimed, O my amiable, my virtu- 
ous Leah I fpare me this pain : fpare 
thofe effufions of affeftion for one who 
merits them not. Rachel is indeed the 
bfelov'd of my foul : for her my heart 
acknowledg'd the tendered paffion, 
whenfirft I met her following her Rttcy 
charge at the gates of Haran. Were 
it poflfible my love could be fransferr'd, 
H thou 
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thou woulcTft fpurn the unworthy facrf- 
fice. Thy virtue, O my fitter ! would 
jrejeft a paffion built on the unliable 
bafis of variety. No; we will all 
unite in friendfliip's facred tie. Ra- 
chel, Leah, Jacob, henceforth will be 
but one. — She now reclin'd her pallid 
cheek on my bofom, and we mingled 
the tendered tears that ever fell from 
the eyes of mortals. 

Soon after this Laban gave me the^ 
belov'd Rachel alfo to wife ; and for 
her I confented to ferve yet feven 
years more : that time, which I confi- 
der'd as the purchafe of the deareft 
jewel of my foul, flew gayly o'er my. 
head. No toil appear'd exceffive, no 
labour tedious ; chearful as the hour . 
which calFd me to my rural talk I 
arofe, and led the flocks of Laban to 
the verdant paftures or more conveni- 
ent 
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«it fhade ; and when the day departed 
from the mountains, I eager fought my 
home, where love conjugal and domef- 
tic peace crown'd each fucceeding 
hour. — Leah had now blefs'd me with 
a (on ; thee Reuben, my firft born, had 
open'd thine infant eye-lids on the 
light ; thee it was whofe artlefs inno- 
cence receiv'd her firft maternal fmile. 
I beheld with rapture thy pleafing form; 
I loaded thee, yet unconfcious of my 
fondnefs, with careffes ; I bore thee in 
my paternal arms to the aged Laban : 
kindly he blefs'd thee, and wetted (good 
old man !) thy face with tears of joy* 

Twice ten years the fun had meafur'd 
his annual circuit through the Heavens 
fince I had quitted the land of my na- 
tivity •— I had follow'd the flocks of La- 
ban o'er the mountain's craggy brow, and 
H 2 watch'd 
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watch'd the tender lambs whilft feeding, 
on the fragrant herbage of the flow'ry 
vale. — The Ruler of the Seasons 
blefs'd my patient toil ; no chilly blaft 
or lightning's fatal flafh deftroy'd my 
fleecy charge; yet were my conftant 
cares unblefs'd by Laban's fmiles. No 
looks benign repaid my hours of la* 
bour; but caprice, ever veering with, 
the inconftant winds, raark'd his un- 
fteady conduQ;. Scarce did the filver 
moon difplay her new born crefcent to 
the gladden'd fwains ; but fome new 
change my wages had fuftain'd. Long 
I bore in filence his unkindnefs ; the 
voice of murmuring fell not, from my 
lips ; yet foon my penfive look evinc'd 
the rankling grief. — I left the chearful 
converfe of the fhepherds, and from 
their hofpitable feafts retir'd, to rumi- 
nate alone on that unkindnefs which had 

pierc'4 
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pierc'd my foul, I indulged thofe local 
prejudices, which, like the magnetic 
powers of nature, impel the human 
mind towards its natal foil ; my fancy 
delineated the plains of Mamre ; not a 
troe which fpreads its umbrageous 
lhade, nor ftream which bubbled near 
that much-lov'd fpot, but rofe to my 
remembrance, I loog'd to lead my 
fmiling infants to the peaceful groves*, 
recount the paftimes of my youth, and 
fliew them where the lovelieft bloflbms 
grew. The Eternal, who with won-, 
d'rous (kill has interwoven thofe tender 
threads of fond attachment in our frame, 
beheld the riling wifh. In a vifion of 
the night the Almighty Voice com- 
manded me to return to this my natal 
land. J imparted my defign to the 
faithful partners of my heart ; with avi- 
dity they acceded to my purpofe, and 
urg'd our quick departure. — Let us, 

faid, 



( «■ ) 

faid I, repair to Laban, and acquaint 
him of our intention ; we will implore 
his benediftion, and bid him a laft 
adieu. But, ah ! with what language 
fliall I approach him ? Mull truth be 
hid within the veil of foft complacence ? 
orfhall I upbraid him with his cruelty, 
and fay, no longer able to fuftain unjuft 
feverity, I leave his roof to explore 
my native land ? Shall then reproaches 
meet the father of my Rachel and my 
gentle Leah ? No ; we will fecretly 
depart ; and though no mutual bene- 
dictions mark the parting hour, our 
prayers (hall reach the throne of the 
Supreme; they fhall invoke eternal 
bleffings on his aged head. — Fraught 
with thefe fentiments we departed with 
our houfliolds; Rachel bore in her 
maternal arms the infant Jofeph, and 
Leah conduced her numerous ofF- 
fpring. The flocks, which by juft 

right 
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tight were mine, went bleating on their 
way ; and foon the houfe of Laban, 
the rocks, the woods, which fheljer his 
abode, were no longer within our view* 

On the third day we had attain'd a 
mountain whofe brow was {haded with 
majeftic cedars; on its rugged fides 
the woodbine crept and odorous myr- 
tles grew fpontaneous ; its foot was wa- 
tered by a chryftal rivlet, on whofe 
oozy margin the tir'd flocks repos'd* 
and we fpread our tents beneath the 
inviting {hade. — Here as we fat alter- 
nately careffing our youthful offspring, 
Our father, faid the tender Rachel, no 
longer beholds us with affeftion; he has 
forgotten the ties of nature. — Whilfl: 
thus {he fpake, her countenance be- 
came pale ; her lovely frame was agi- 
tated by the emotions of terror, and 
her brilliant eyes were immoveably 

fix'd 



fix'd on a diftant eminence. I fought 
to defcry the objeft of her fears, and 
foon perceiv'd the verdant top of Gi- 
lead cover'd with a vaft multitude * 
they were difpers'd on every fide; 
the acclivity of the mount was cover'd 
by their numbers. It was Laban, at- 
tended by his numerous houfhold. — Se- 
cure in confeious innocence I arofe 
from my feat to await his arrival. He 
drew near ; his countenance was in- 
flam'd by refentment. With a voice 
interrupted by rage he utter'd the bit- 
tereft reproaches.— I bore, unmov'd, 
the effufions of his unjuft difpleafure, as - 
a rock whofe folid bafe, fix'd on earth's 
unfliaken centre, braves all the fury of 
the foaming billows.— Overcome by his 
emotions, he funk at laft in the arms of 
his attendants. I approach'd him with 
tendernefs : Calm, O my father, I ex- 
claira'd, thefe tranfports of anger; by 

that 
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that endearing name, I conjure you 
hear the avowal of my innocence. Can 
I injure even in thought the parent of 
my helov'd ? thofe dear obje£ls of my 
conjugal affe&ion, thefe innocents, for- 
bid the impious intent. We have 
quitted thy paternal roof without a lad 
Farewel; wherefore fhould I wound thy 
aged ear with juft reproaches ? Thy 
unkindnefs chac'd us thence; thycon- 
fcious breaft bears witnefs whilftlfpeak, 
that with cruelty thou hStft repaid my 
unwearied toil, and ten times chang'd 
my wages ; yet from thy fields I ne- 
ver have feduc'd the lowing kine ; the 
vagrant lamb, led by my friendly 
crook, explored thy diftant fold ; I fled 
not from the talk when day's fierce 
beams fell on my head, or dews of 
night defcended on the earth* 

As I thus fpake, I faw the counte- 
nance of Laban foften'd towards me : 
I the 
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the traces of anger difappear'd ; he 
rofe, and caught me in his trembling 
arms: Forgive me, O my fon! he 
cry'd; forgive my unjuft difpleafure. 
Blefs'd be the God of Abraham, whofe 
providence hath reftrain'd me from in* 
juring thee! Henceforth let mutual 
confidence and love infpire each breaft. 

Tranfported at the welcome accents, 
I broke from his embrace ; I flew to 
the rock where nicely plac'd by na- 
ture's hand the mafly ftratum lies ; I 
collected from thence the ftones which 
time's ffrong arm had loofen'd, and im- 
petuous torrents had fever'd from their 
• long repofe, of which I form'd a pil- 
lar. — This heap, 1 faid, O my fire f 
fhall witnefs our mutual covenant: — 
He approach'd, and we confecrated the 
unpolifli'd monument with tender re- 
concilement and unfeign'd love. — I 

ran 
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ran to the foot of the mountain where 
the paftures were repos'd, and feizinga 
fpotlefs kid, offer'd it on the heap to 
the God of Abraham ; after which a 
repaft was prepar'd.- — My brethren of 
the houfe of Laban fat around; Ra- 
chel and Leah, with their fmiling train, 
completed the focial circle ; friendfhip 
and peace animated every happy face. 
-—The waving cedars gently bent their 
graceful heads, as if in token of our 
harmony ; the fong of the lark feem'd 
unufually melodious; and the foft 
echoes of the fhepherd's pipe from the 
vallies beneath, afcended with the fan- 
ning zephyrs. — T/anfported at the glad 
occurrence of the day, I feiz'd a lute ; 
a joy exftatic had infpir'd my foul; I 
touch'd the filver firings with more than 
ufual {kill, and thus exprefs'd the 
charms of focial love. O Heaven- 
born paffion ! gift of God! thy kindly 
I 2 influence 
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influence fhed around; and tell the 
breaft which ne'er admits thee as its 
gueft, that thou, and thou alone, im* 
part'ft to nature all her powers to pleafe. 
What though the genial year each 
choiceft gift prepares to gladden man, 
the flinty heart that ne'er was foften'd 
by thy power, is dead to all the varied 
joy : for him birds chaunt, rills flow, 
and flowers bloom in vain. Come, fa- 
cial love! and with thy filken wing,foft 
as angelic plumes, hover around my 
peaceful tent; though herds and flocks, 
though oil and wine, and vallies full of 
ripen'd grain, grace not my humble lot, 
poffefs'd of thee, I have enough, and 
my full heart with joy fhall overflow. 

Thus united in the amiable bands of 
concord, reluSantly we view'd the part- 
ing moment — it approach'd — Laban 
arofe — he embrac'd hisdaughters,whofc 

hearts 
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hearts now penetrated by returning 
love, felt all the ardour of filial tender- 
nefs. — All ftood filent, each ftrove to 
fpeak ; but fighs and tears alone ex- 
prefs'd our feelings.-^At length, with 
fervent prayers and mutual benedic- 
tions we feparated, and with my houfe-* 
holds I purfii'd my way . 

The intenfe heat of the fun (for that 
orb was now in that point of the Hea* 
vens, when his ardent beams fhed un- 
remitting fervors on the earth) pre-- 
vented us from purfuing our journey, 
during the mid-day hours : we chofe 
that agreeable feafon when the dew$ 
yetgliften on the grafs, and the air is 
lefrefla'd by cooling breezes of the 
eight; aod paffing the fultry day be- 
neath feme umbrageous &ade, again 
senew'd our progrefs, when the lamp 
of day had conceai'd his effulgence be- 
hind 
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hind the weftern hills. — During the 
no&urnal hours, we were dire&ed in 
our courfe o'er immenfe deferts, by 
thofe luminaries who ever keep their 
invaried ftation in the azure fpace; 
for whilft I fed the flocks of Laban, 
in the open plains of Mefopotamia, I 
had learn'd from fhepherds the know- 
ledge of thofe celellial bodies ; I had 
fludied the motions of the planetary 
hofts, and knew the ftiining conftel- 
lations by their names. — Thus was I 
enabled to conduft a numerous people 
o'er tracklefs wilds, when the filver 
moon had from the fount of light turn'd 
her averted orb. 

One fervent day we had halted on 
the banks of a clear dream, near whofe 
borders grew a grove of fpreading palm 
trees ; the flocks and herds were dif- 
pers'd o'er the wide pafturage before 
us ; I left my companions, and pene- 
trated 



trated into the deep recefs of the 
wood:— Here I beheld prodigious 
oaks, which proudly ftretch'd their mof- 
fy branches to the fides ; and matted 
briars, whofe wild luxuriance human 
foot had never reftrain'd.— In a fitua- 
tion fo fequefter'd, I indulg'd thofe pen- 
five meditations which for fome time 
had poflefs'd my mind, as often as I 
refle&ed on the rancour of my brother, 
which I fear'd even an abfence of 
twice ten years was inefFe&ual to fup- 
prefs. When I beheld you, my chil- 
dren, then in the puerile feafon of in- 
fancy, and thofe who gave you birth, 
my apprehenfions became ftill more 
dreadful. I could have brav'd alone 
the refentment of an angry brother; I 
could even have facrific'd my life to 
appeafe his difpleafure : but thofe dear 
objefts who accompanied me, whofe 
fafety I efteem'd far more precious than 

my 
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trty own, awaken'd every terrible arm* 
ety.— I bent myfelf on the mofly bank, 
and lifted my petitions to the Great 
Ruler of Events. Sufpend, I cried* 
O thou God of Peace! the wrath of 
my embkter'd brother. Oh ! may my 
meek fubmiffion, foften his long che* 
rifh'd hatred ! May it difappear as the 
fliades of night before the rifen day ! 
Let fraternal love, fo grateful in thy 
fight, kindle its refplendent torch, and 
focial harmony again irradiate the houfe 

of Ifaac ! 

♦ 

Whilft thus I pour'd out my foul be- 
fore the Omnipotent, the impervious 
wood, whofe interwoven branches de- 
nied admittance to the folar ray, be- 
came fuddenly illuminated with a daz- 
zling fplendor beyond the brightnefs 
of the mid-day fun ; 1 beheld two ef- 
fulgent bands of celeftial beings paffing 

through 
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through the glade, and a voice fweetet 
than the moft mellifluous founds' which 
ever were form'd by mortal organs, 
pronoune'd, Thy prayers are heard 
thou child of adverfity ! The Most 
High, who has promis'd to make of 
thee a great nation, will afluage thy 
brother's fury. Fear not to purfue thy 
way ; thou and thy houfeholds are fafe 
beneath Almighty Love.— Enrap- 
tur'd at the glorious vifion I arofe.— 
Thefe I exclaim'd, are the hofts of the 
Omnipotent; and thou, hallow'd 
fpot ! henceforth I name Mahanaim. 

I now return'd to the fhade, where 
Rachel and Leah (feated on the grafs) 
were watching the innocent fports of 
the infant train. — We afTembled our 
fervants and flocks, and proceeded on 
our way. — As we drew near the banks, 
of the limpid Jordan, my memory re- 
K verted 
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verted to the day when penfive and 
alone I pafs'd that ftream, leaning on 
my flaff, the fole fupporter of my foli- 
tary fteps. — I was now poffefs'd of in- 
numerable herds, and accompanied by 
thofe on whofe faithful breaft I could 
fafely repofe all my cares ; whofe ten- 
dernefs alleviated every grief and 
heighten'd every joy. My focial hours 
were crown'd by the lifping prattle of 
a numerous infant train, who in tacit 
eloquence implot'd my love. Imagi- 
nation painted the contrafted fcenes, 
and my gratitude furpals'd the powers 
of utterance* 

I then carefully furvey'd my flocks, 
and of their prime felefted prefents for 
my brother Efau. — I diftributed them 
in companies. The bleating paftures,. 
as if confcious of their defignation, 
and pleafed to become a lacrifice to 

fraternal 
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fraternal reconciliation, went fwiftly on 
their way, follow'd by the meffengers 
whom I had inftru&ed to addrefs my 
offended brother; to acquaint him of 
our approach ; and to appeafe his long 
cherifh'd hatred. — Soon they return'd, 
and acquainted us that Efau rapidly 
approach'd with four hundred men. — 
My heart funk within me at the dread- 
ful tale, as often as I caft my eye on 
the trembling mothers and their help- 
lefs charge. — They had pafs'd the ri- 
ver, and were now calmly repofmg 
within the tents. I alone remained on 
the other fide, that uninterrupted by 
human voice, I might pour out my pe- 
titions before the God of my fathers. 

Now folemn midnight had fpread her 

fable mantle o'er the hemifphere ; no 

friendly luminary fhot its lambent 

beams ; dark clouds obfcur'd the face 
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of Heaven, as if to fympatliize w!tfi 
the deep gloom which pervaded my 
anxious mind ; the hollow winds mur- 
mur'd through the caverns of the rock, 
and agitated the ruftling palms ; the 
adjacentbrookpenfively flowing, feem'd 
to chide the latent pebbles, which broke 
its angry wave ; at a di (lance I feem'd 
to hear the clafhing of fpears and con- 
fus'd voices of a great multitude. A 
train of dreadful ideas terrified my ima- 
gination ; one moment I thought I be- 
held the dear pofleflbrs of my foul, 
haftily repaffing the ftream, purfu'd by 
a revengeful brother ; then, to aug- 
ment the horrors of the fcene, fancy 
reprefented him as approach'd; (he 
flrew the murd'rous fword, and plung'd 
it in the breaftof innocence. — Horror 
encompafs'd ire on every fide.-— I rofe 
from the dank earth, yet unable to ex- 
plore my way amidft the impenetrable 

darknefs. 
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ctarknefs. — On a fudden the gloom be- 
came enlighten'd by a faint gleam, re- 
fembling that gentle light which is e£* 
fus'd from the gliftening ftars,. when 
clouds conceal not the cerulean vault. 
I obfcurely difcern'd a human form 
approaching; it drew near; my exten- 
ded arm was forcibly arretted ; I was 
overpower'd by my adverfary,and funic 
before him.— Inftamly my nerves ac- 
quir'd new vigour; my ftrength re- 
vived with increas'd ardour. As a lion 
ruflies on his prey, I feiz'd my for- 
midable enemy ; his enfeebled limbs, 
no longer fuftain'd the confliQ; he funk, 
to the earth.— The eaftern Cky was now 
painted by the crimfon bluflies of the 
morn, and the grey twilight had ftole 
o'er the dewy lawns. I beheld my 
vanquifli'd opponent, and a fecret awe 
thrill'd through my frame.— His figure 
was that of healthful age, unfurrow'd 

by 
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by the wrinkles of time; and thetra* 
ces of youth in his venerable counter 
nance mock'd the filver treffes which 
fell on his graceful ftioulders. — I was 
embarrafs'd, yet knew not why : his 
form was calculated to infpire love, yet 
it awaken'd in my foul a profound re- 
verence ; and through it I thought I 
could perceive a being more than mor- 
tal. I was about to proftrate myfelf at 
his feet, but he gently reftrain'd me. 
Thy fenfations, faid he, O fon of Ifaac ! 
are not unknown to me : no feeble 
child of frail mortality has with thee 
contended ; thou beholdeft before thee 
an inhabitant of the Ikies, fent by the 
Highest to diffipate thy fears, and by' 
thy conqueft over a celeftial nature, to 
revive thy drooping courage. No 
longer be thou Jacob, but Ifrael (hall 
be thy name. The Holy One will 
perform his covenant, and thou fhaltbe 

a father 
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a father of nations ; fear not then to 
meet thy brother; thy confidence in 
the divine promifes fhall be thy fhield. 
— With thefe words he departed, and 
I pafs'd the ford infpir'd with dauntlefs 
fortitude* 

Reuben had retir'd a fhort fpace 
from his companions, and was atten- 
tively furveying the fportive fiflies as 
they glided through the liquid element: 
the waters, gently agitated with their 
motion, refle&ed the fplendour of the 
rifing fun, and emulated the jewels of 
the eaft. Suddenly he lifted his eye to 
the neighbouring hill ; he ftarted ! all 
pale and trembling, he ran towards us, 
and pointed to the eminence which was 
now cover'd by the attendants of Efau, 
whom I plainly difcern'd amongft the 
hoft : methought an hoftile fury urg'd 
his fpeed* Rachel, with her infant fon, 
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ran haftily towards me ; and Leah, with 
maternal anxiety, fought my prote&ion : 
I cheer'd them with affurances of the 
favour of the Supreme ; and offering 
a mental prayer, prepared to meet my 
fate. — Efau fwiftly approached.; he de- 
fcended into the plain ; we met ; ftrong 
emotion appear 'd in either face ; the 
bcift'rous paffions were fubfided; 
peace and filial love enliven'd his fea- 
tures ; we ran with extended arms, and 
affectionately embraced : fpeechlefs we 
remain'd whilft every amiable feeling 
was exprefs'd by tears. — At length I 
exclaim'd, Is this, Great God! the 
brother who once fought my life ?— 
Ah ! is it Efau who thus preffes me to 
his melting bofom ? O felicity unuu 
terable !— Yes, he replied, my belov'd 
Jacob, it is Efau who afks a place in 
thy affeftions, and thus welcomes thee 
to thy natal land. Never more fhali a 
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brother's anger force thee from a pa- 
rent's roof; we will henceforth live in 
love ; the idolatrous nations fhall wit- 
nefs our harmony, and emulate the fair 
example. 

We now fpread our tents faroVr 
the flow'ry vale.— I ran to the flocks, 
and took from thence a tender kid • it 
was drefs'd with the moft odoriferous 
herbs, and cakes of the fineft flour were 
plac'd on the focial board* — Efau, with 
a benign afpeft, fat down to the repaft ; 
it was the feaft of renovated love. — I 
prcfented to him my belov'd Rachel 
and her infant fon ; he receiv'd them 
with cordial endearment. Be thou, 
faid he, my beauteous fitter, the happy 
mother of a numerous offspring ; and 
may that blooming innocent reward thy 
maternal cares ! — Next approach'd the 
amiable Leah, leading her youthful 
L train. 
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train.— His prayers and pious benedic- 
tions were pour'd on all. — Thus pafs'd 
the hours in fweeteft harmony, whilft 
the day, with filent ftep, twice Hole o er 
our heads ; then, with mutual vows of 
everlafting friendfhip, we feparated. 
Efau return'd to Seir, and I advanc'd 
towards thefe fertile plains. — Thefel 
attain'd, but O my fons ! how fliall I 
tell the fad cataftrophe which marked 
the fatal journey ? Rachel, my belov'd 
wife, the fole poffefTor of my youthful 
vows, was no more ! — Thou, Ephrath, 
witnefs'd the painful ftrugglewhich from 
her lovely form feparated the fweeteft 
foul that e'er informed mortality. 

I had one day been to the top of a 
neighbouring hill, to view the adjacent 
country.— Methought all nature wore 
a penfive afpeQ:; the warbling birds 
chaunted a mournful dirge, and an un~ 
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ufual heavincfs opprefs'd mc—I re» 
turn'd, O Heavens! but only to re- 
ceive the laft embrace of my expiring. 
Rachel. — Feeble and pale flie fum- 
mon'd me towards her. — I flew, I flood 
wildly gazing on her almoft breafhlefc 
form. — She extended her pallid arm, 
and pointing to the lovely infant which 
lay befide her, Receive, faid fhe, O beft 
of men, this laft dear pledge of my af- 
feftion ; name him Benoni, and in his 
youthful form fometimes recall the 
memory of his ill-fated mother. I die, 
my belov'd Jacob. Whilft life yet 
trembles in my veins, let me fold thee 
to my faintly beating heart. One dear, 
one laft embrace, to thank thee for thy 
love !— Ah me! I faint. — Farewell. 

As a lily, faded by the chilly blaft, 

lies wither'd on the mournful foil— as 

the rofe of Sharon, ftruck by the forked 
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flafh, hangs its yet lovely head — fo, 
filentinthe icy arms of death, lay the 
belov'd of my foul. — But fpare me, O 
my children ! nor fuffer me to rend 
this aged heart with the fad recital.—* 
The reft of my hiftory you know. 

Here tears fupprefs'd the voice of the 
venerable narrator. — Jofeph heav'd 
loud fobs on the bofom of his affli&ed 
fire. — Dinah, the tender Dinah, wetted 
her pearly cheek with the fympathetic 
drops. — All join'd the venerable 
mourner ; every face was clouded with 
grief. 

In a few moments the majeftic fuf- 
ferer became tranquil ; anguifh fled 
his grief-worn cheek, and his counte- 
nance again afium'd the placid afpeQ: 
of all-forbearing patience. Infpir'd 
with full convi&ion of the Eternal 
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Wisdom and Beneficence, he fup* 
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prefs'd Ae tear of woe.— Thus, the 
Chriftian philofopher, whofe enlighten* d 
view beholds celeftial joys awaiting to 
reward his mournful pilgrimage, Inii- 
mated with the divine hope, becomes 
fuperior to-hisforrows, and fmiles fe- 
renely on the ftorms which lhake an 
aftonifli'd world. 
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THE amiable Jofeph had now at- 
tain'd that pleafing period when 
reafon mounts her throne to guide the \ 

ardent paffions — when vivid health fits 
on the youthful cheek, and fprightly 
fancy gilds the fleeting hours. — As a 
fkilful florid watches with care a fa- 
vourite plant, fcreens it from fervent 
heat or chilling blafts, Jacob with 
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tendereft folicitude regarded the fon of 
his belov'd. — Each day difplay'd in him 
a mind infpir'd by re&itude, and fen- 
timents ennobled by benevolence.— 
But who can paint the parent's tranf- 
port when contemplating this fair dawn 
of virtue ?— Tenderly he would ex- 
claim, Thou precious, lateft gift of 
Heaven ! furely thou waft given to 
compenfate for the various ills which 
mark nty adverfe life. O may the 
Eternal ftrengthen and confirm thy 
opening worth, and make thee all the 
fond parental heart can aft ! 

Defirous to infpire his belov'd Jo- 
seph with a diligent attention to the 
worfcs of nature, Jacob would fome- 
times conduft him to a remote foreft, 
and unfold to him the beauty and ufe- 
fulnefs of the vegetable world. — An 
oak, whofe decay 'd trunk lay reclin'd 

on 
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on its parent earth, often afforded thfem 
a feat, whilft an adjacent tree, which • 
ne'er had felt the deftroying hand of 
time, fpread o'er them an umhrageous 
fhade. — Here the inftru&ive fire point- 
ed out to his attentive view each plant 
and herb, explaining their feveral pro- 
perties. — Behold, my fon, he would 
fay, thofe pleafing traces of creative 
love ! — How extenfive is divine bene- 
ficence ! — profufely has it fpread what- 
e'er is falutary to the human frame ;•— » 
this vernal leaf does in its filken fibres 
hold the cooling juice which quenches 
feverifh thirft, and allays the fierce 
difeafe ; — that a fomnific quality con- 
tains, to compofe the wearied mind 
and win refrefhing fleep ; — fome can" 
exhilarate the drooping fpirits, and 
others blunt the edge of pain ; — when 
chance or violence inflifl: the deadly 
wound, and life flows out with every 

languid 



languid pulfe, thefe (hall arreft the pur* 
pie tide and recall departing ftrength;— 
no bud fo mean, or leaf, howe'er con* 
ceal'd from view, fprings up in vain ;-— 
all have their ufe ;— all are defign'd to 
invigorate health, and repel the force 
of pain.— — — Jofeph, charm'd, yet afto* 
nifti'd, exclaim'd, What kindnefs, O 
my father! what unwearied benefi- 
cence is here difplay'd f— «■ Shall then 
difcordant paflions rend the human 
heart when nature through her various 
works breathes the fweet voice of Love ! 

Sometimes he accompanied his fa- 
ther to thofe remove caverns which lie 
far beneath the flowery furface of the 
ground ; there they explored the veiny 
marble, plac'd with exa&eft art, when 
chaotic atoms, at the Divinb Voice, 
retir'd to their diftant ftations— mine- 
rals or foflils— all that can amufe or 
M charm 
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charm the eye, appear'd to their re- 
fearch.— When the refplendent fun 
had withdrawn his beams, they often 
attain'd the fummit of a neighbouring 
eminence, where they contemplated 
the vaft etherial arch, and trac'd the 
Glorious Architect amidft kind- 
ling ftars. — What hand, invifible, faid 
Jacob, fuftains thefe glowing orbs ; re- 
gions, perhaps, of habitable life, with 
their enlightening funs. — Whence the 
regularity with which they move ? — 
None encroaches on another's orbit, but 
all purfue their conftant round with 
iriceft harmony. — What wifdoiri infinite 
was neceflary to affix their feveral fta- 
tions!— -What power divine fuftains 
them through revolving ages ! — how 
good — how wife, my belov'd Benja- 
min (furpaffing all our finite reafon can 
conceive), muft be that Being who 
thus profufely decorated the unbounded 

fields 



fields of fpace ! — Thefe are the ftudies 
which light devotion's facred flame, and 
imprefs the wond'ring mind with the 
moil exalted ideas of the divine attri- 
butes. — Thefe cherifh and improve the 
focial paflions, and yield a degree of 
pleafure which the indolent and incu- 
rious ne'er can know. 

Not lefs afliduous was the inftru&ive 
fire to awaken in the reft of his belov'd 
offspring attention to the truths he 
taught ; — but long the fordid paflions 
hadpoflefs'd their fouls: — thefe, like 
the baneful influence of an unfriendly 
meteor, chill'd each foft emotion of the 
heart;— no blifs they knew, but fuch 
as avarice or ambition gave ; and, as 
an idle dream, efteem'd thofe pure de- 
lights which only cultivated minds en- 
joy- 
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Hail, fcience ! lovely child of Hea- 
ven ! — Although my longing fteps have 
ne'er explor'd thy facred academic 
groves, yet proftrate at thy Ihrine I 
lowly bend, and adore thy blifsful 
fway. — Without thy influence the fair 
Creation would become a cheerlefs 
void, and man lefs rational than the 
grim monfters of the howling wafte.— . 
At thy approach, ignorance and all 
its horrid train of paflions unrefin'd re- 
tire, and harmony and joy illume the 
facial world. 

At length arriv'd the day when I fa- 
rad's aged bread was deftin'd to fuftain 
woes not lefs poignant than thofe which 
in Ephrath pierc'd his inward foul.— 
Full of confidence and theall-enliven« 
ing principle of love to Heaven, he 
op'd his grateful eye-lids on the morn, 
*r-He law all nature ihining with reno- 
vated 
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vated beauty, and bis grateful ardours, 
borne on the earlieft wings of day, arofe 
before the Eternal.— God of my fa- 
thers! he cried, who with tendered 
care led'ft Abraham from beyond the 
fwelling billows of Euphrates, and to 
his pofterity decreed this fair and fer- 
tile land — thee with love, with joy I 
hail !— How glorious are the manifef- 
tations of thy benevolence ! — they are 
imprefs'd on the filken texture of each 
vernal leaf; even now they are written 
with returning fun-beams in the (hining 
volume of the gay creation: — 'midft 
gliftening dew-drops and expanding 
flowers I difcern thy effulgent footfteps ; 
andoftmy.confcious foul has heard thy 
voice in the placid murmurs of the 
gliding rill, or foften'd breeze which 
fans the waving groves. — Is there a 
portion of the globe which owns not thy 
creative power ? — Should . my adven- 

t'rous 



(94) 

t'rous fteps pierce even the depth of 
thickeft woods, there every latent bud 
which fprings beneath umbrageous 
fhades, would own thy wifdom infinite ; 
—or fhould I quit the chearful beams 
of day, and penetrate the gloomy ca- 
verns of the earth, even there thy 
bounty fliines, enlightening thofe feats 
of night, — What powers of language 
can I find expreffive of my rapt'rous 
thoughts ? — Teach me, O Thou, from 
whom my being was deriv'd,how I may 
beft adore thine infinite perfe&ions. 

Opprefs'd by fenfations too extatic 
for feeble duft, the pious patriarch 
ceas'd fpeaking. He hid his face with- 
in his mantle, and funk in rapt'rous 
filence. — The feraph, whom the Most 
High had appointed to attend hisper- 
fon, beheld the divine tranfport ; with 
celeftial pity he faw the incumbent flefli 
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unequal to the afpirations of the eter- 
nal mind. The day will come, cried 
the benign immortal, when the veil of 
mortality (hall be remov'd, and thou, 
child of long-tried virtue, fhalt behold 
the fupreme deGre of thy foul ; thou 
fhalt clearly contemplate thofe divine 
perfe&ions which now through clouds 
and darknefs dimly are fhadow'd forth. 

Jofeph, who had quitted his repofe 
before the penfive fongftrefs of the 
night had ceas'd with warbling melody 
to woo the lingering dawn, attained the 
paternal abode : his eyes, naturally 
brilliant, were opprefs'd with languor ; 
and thofe auburn treffes that were wont 
to wanton in graceful ringlets, now fell 
diforder'd on his flioulders. At fight 
of the benign author of his being, his 
countenance brighten'd into fmiles > but 
they refembled thofe tranfient rays of 

the 
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the fun, which often in the infant year 
contend with broken clouds and diffi- 
pated ftorms. 

Ifrael beheld the penfive afpeft of 
his belov'd.- 1 - Where, he exclaim'd,is 
that engaging chearfulnefs which was 
wont to fit on the cheeks of my fon ?— 
Q my Jofeph ! hide not from me the 
caule of that difquiet which too evi- 
dently hangs o'er thy brow. — With im- 
patient ftep, replied the lovely youth, 
have I fought thy abode, my belov'd 
parent, that in thy fond careffes I 
might find a folace for that fadnefs 
which now oppreffes me. Thy coun- 
fels, my father, like the beams of the 
morning which difpel the mills, have 
often chas'd forrow from the bofom of 
the wretched. I already feel my agi- 
tated fpirits hufli'd into peace, my 
drooping heart exhilarated by thy pre- 
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fence.— Sleep has denied roe her invi- 
gorating influence. When at fhort in- 
tervals my watching eyes were clos'd, 
terrific vifions have difturb'd my (lum- 
bers; unufual terrors alarm me; I 
fear, yet know not why. 

In thefe incircling arms, replied the 
patriarch, as he foldedthe penfiveyouth 
to his affe&ionate bofom, repofe thy 
difquiets, thou deareft oflFspring of my 
lamented Rachel. — Chafe hence thofe 
melancholy fears, and let the voice of 
nature attune thine heart to joy. Look 
round her works, what does thine ex- 
tended eye perceive but love and power 
divine ? — If fo confpicuous thefe are 
feen, doubt not but virtue is the care of 
Him from whom all virtue isderiv'd* 
— Nothing, my child, in all the intrica- 
cies of human woe, can happen but by 
divine permiffion. — But fay, have ti- 
N dings 
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dings yet tranfpir'd from thy brethren 
who feed the flocks in Hebron's graffy 
plains ? Haften thou, and bring me 
the glad affurance of their welfare. I 
know the talk is grateful to thy gene- 
rous mind. 

I go, my fire, replied the obedient 
youth. Delighted I obey thy every 
mandate. Urg'd by fraternal love, my 
willing fteps (hall lightly pafs the 
lengthen'd way ; but firft 1 will haften 
to the vintage, and there colled a pre- 
fent for my brethren, of what the ge- 
nial year affords.— The tender parent 
fmil'd affent, and Jofeph, quitting the 
pretence of his father, ran haftily to the 
vineyard, where, underneath luxuriant 
foliage, the mantling vine concealed 
her purple fruit : the juicy clutters, 
pluck'd with care, and cakes of fineft 
flour, compos'd the liberal boon ; and 

climbing 



(99) 

climbing the craggy fummit of thexock, 
he feiz'd the mellifluous (lores which 
lab'ring infe&s had imbib'd from varie- 
gated flowers.-— >Fraught with the gene- 
rous burthen, he return'd to receive 
paternal benedi&ion, e'er he departed 
for the vale of Hebron.— Jacob fell 
on his neck j he implor'd the blefling 
tof the Supreme on the firft born of 
his belov'd* May thfe Shield or 
AflftAHAAl, he exclaim 'd, be thy pro- 
teftion ! In fafety may'ft thou return 
to thefe arms, e'er the fhadows of etfe 
infold the hamlets of the vale in dark 
oblivion.*— — Such were the tender 
breathings of the affeftionate parfeftt ; 
but they found not acceptance before 
the Almighty Ruler of ten thou- 
fand worlds. The archangel, who, 
Wrapp'din a celeftial veil,prefents con- 
tinually the prayers of the faithful, faw 
with fufprize the petitions of him ttho 
N 2 was 



( too ) 

wasbelov'dby the Eternal, rejefted 
at the everlafting throne. 

Recline your heads ye lovely blof- 
foms, that nourifli'd by the youthful 
Jofeph's care, have Ipread your per- 
fumes o'er all the gay parterre. Who 
now (hall watch your rifing bloom ? for 
he who nurtur'd you with water of the 
limpid rill, returns no more. — Ye paf- 
4ures mourn; and thou, tall grove, 
where oft at noon he fed his flocks, af* 
fume a penfive hue ; no more let fpring 
renew your verdant robe, or paint your 
green, ye meadows, with her flow'ry 
pride ; for he for whom ye fmil'd, no 
more (hall view your lavifh fweets. 

Jofeph, with impatient ftep, purfu'd 
his way ; his imagination delineated 
thofe pure delights which flow from the 
foft interchange of fraternal love : foon 
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he perceiv'd the vale of Hebron exten-' 
ded to his view, adorn'd with waving 
palms, beneath whofe fhade were feen 
fliepherds reclining on the banks of an 
irriguous ftream, which, gliding through 
the vale, perpetually refrefhes its ver- 
dure. — With anxiety and ill-boding 
thoughts he wander'd through the plaid, 
till ftopp'd by a friendly ftranger, who, 
-with fympathetic tendernefs, enquir'd 
for whom he fought; to whom the 
youth with eagernefs replied, The ob* 
jefts of my fearch are thofe whom na- 
ture and affe&ion have taught me to 
know by the endearing title of bre- 
thren.— -The ftranger quick inform 'd 
him they had conducted their fleecy 
charge to Dothan. 

It was now the fun had attain'd his 
meridian ft at ion, and darted his noon- 
tide beams o'er the languid earth.— 

The 



The fwains repos'd )n (lutnber* beneath 
the (hade, and faihting flbeks in filfente 
reclin'd on the parth'd foil ; the fea- 
ther' d choir had fought the covert of 
the thickeft wood; and nought was 
heard fave the gentle murmurs of the 
evtr flowing brook* All was ftill as 
though nature herfelf partook of the 
general langtiot.— -CfpprefsM by the 
tnid-day heat, Jofeph fought the um- 
brageous fheker of a fpreading tree 
whofe moffy trunk feem'd coeval with 
the adjacent hiUs,-^The feraph Abdiel 
took his celeftial harp ; he tduch'd it, 
and fill'd the ambient air with divine 
harmony.— Lull'd by the foft melo- 
dy, the bendvoknt youth funk into k 
balmy {lumber. i 

Now, fwiftly gliding through the 
etherial fpace, a radiant form defcend- 
ed| wh©fe fplendor irradiated all the 

vernal 



( *08 ) 

vernal plain. — Abdiel recognifed hit 
immortal friend, with whom, before hia 
miffion on earth, he had often mingled 
the rapt'rous effufions of felicity, in 
tbofe extatic (trains which refounded 
through the everlafting groves. — Hail, 
blefs'd inhabitant of Heaven ! he faid 9 
what errand of high import leads thee 
from the bright regions of eternal day 
to this fublunar fphere ? Say, thou 
congenial mind, with what important 
meflage art thou fraught ? — The im- 
mortal Enoah replied, To fhare thy 
pleafing talk, O feraph ! ami come, 
and guard with thee the virtuous fon 
of Ifrael. This day he fuffers by the 
crimes of others ; by the malignant 
paffions of thofe who own with him 
one common Gre ; his brethren will 
confpire againft his guiltlefs life : — yet 
fhall they not effeft the enfanguin'd 
purpofe ; but with malicious fury wiH 

they 
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they rend thofe tender chords which 
bind the focial heart ; they will force 
him from his natal land, from the en- 
dearments cftbe aged Ifrael. — A flave, 
a ftranger in a diitant land, he mu(t 
be fold; — fo the Omnipotent per- 
mits* 

Abdiel replied.in filence and in won- 
der, O Enoah ! let us adore the dif- 
penfations of Omniscience. Enough 
for us, his finite creatures, to difcera 
that what he wills is good — fupremely 
good. — Oft in our miniftry on earth we 
have beheld virtue opprefs'd beneath 
the ftorms of life, while vice trium- 
phant glides fecurely through a fmiling 
world. The unerring hand of the 
Supreme guides even the fad viciffi- 
tudes of human woe, and through the 
gloomy path of adverfity, leads fa- 
vour'd mortals to himfelf.— — Seeft 

thou 
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thou yon lucid cloud ?— -Through ita 
light texture I difcern the immortal 
Rachel, whom Ifrael yet in pathetic 
drains laments.— Oft have I heard him 
mourn her early doom, when the 
fweet bird of night fings through the 
grove; and when the filent moon keeps 
watch in Heaven, his plaintive voice 
pierces the midnight air.-^Let us at- 
tend beneath the covert of this palm. — 
With maternal tendernefs (he feeks her 
fon; for death, O Enoah! has no 
power to quench the pure lamp of fe- 
cial love.-— It burns in minds diverted 
of their clay, and through endlefs ages 
improves their blifs. 

Whilft thus the feraphims conversed/ 
the aerial cloud approached the furface 
of the vernal earth : from it iffu'd the 
mother of Jofeph, adorn'd with divine 
beauty. — A rofeate hue animated the 
O cheeks 



cheeks of the fair immortal, frefiier 
than the morning bloom. — She was 
girt with a radiant zone, and a wreath 
of unfading amaranth encircled her ce«. 
leftial brows. — From the day her fpot- 
lefs foul had left its lovely vehicle of 
clay, flie had not ceas'd to revifit the 
plain of Mamre, where, cloth 'd with 
mortality, the belov'd partner of her 
terreftial blifs refided ; and often, when 
twinkling flars effus'd a gentle light, flic 
had invifibly attended Kis folitary fteps. 

In the cool hour of prime, e'er yet 
the fun had gilded the horizon with his 
rays, fhe had fought her firft born in 
the rofy bower, where be ufually re- 
tir'd to breathe the facred extacics of 
unaffe&ed piety.— She found him not 
in the hallow'd recefs; and gliding 
through the etherial fpace, fhe defcry'd 
him repos'din foft flumber beneath the 

umbrageous 
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umbrageous palm. A glow of ineffa- 
ble affe&ion heighten'd the divine ra- 
diance of her eyes, wfrile (with all the 
mother difplay'd in her benign counte- 
nance) fhe thus addrefs'd her Deeping 
fon: — Belov'd objeft of my maternal 
cares ! — When vetted with mortality, 
I carefs'd thv infant form, and watch'd 
over thy feeble fteps : — now I contem- 
plate thee, not with a love mingled with 
mortal frailties, but fpiritualiz'd — re- 
fin'd.— How amiable are the ripening 
graces of thy mind ! fweeter their in- 
cenfe than the fragrance of the evcr- 
lafting hills ; — they (hall expand, not 
in the fatal fun-fliine of profperity , but 
underneath affii&ion's hallow'd (hade. 
— -Thee, O my fon! the Great Sove- 
reign deigns to lead through many 
(brrows to that perfeQion of the human: 
mind, which is attain d by bitter con* 
flifl with the ills of life. — Beneath the 
O 2 preffure 
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preffure of adverfity thy virtues fhall 
improve ; they (hall yield a fweet per* 
fijjue before the Eternal, 

The celeftial mother ceas'd fpcak- 
ing, but ftill continued to furvey the be- 
nevolent youth, whofe blooming couru 
tenance was irradiated with ferene 
ftniles, as if confcious of the prefence 
of his immortal parent. She caft on 
him one more affe&ionate look, and re- 
paffing the atmofphere with a motion 
fwifter than thought, regain'd the orb 
where refted the great progenitors of 
the human race. 

At aniromeafurahlediftance they be* 
held the earth ; a lucid (pot it feem'd, 
yet to their enlighten'd view her hilk, 
her plains, and future kingdoms rofe. 
*r-Abraham, the predeftin'd father of 
the faithful, fat communing with them 
of ages yet to com^^wUh prophetic 
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eye he beheld thofe facred promifel 
flilfiU'd which had decreed to him a fu- 
ture progeny innumerous as the ftars. 
Where day's firft beam* illume the 
eaftern plains he faw his pofterity ex- 
tended ; Tabor and Hermon reverbe- 
rated Jehovah's awful name; Judea 
alone, of all the people 1 globe, re- 
tain'd the pure knowledge of the Su- 
preme. But as fame winding ft ream, 
which,long reftrain'd,exceeds at length 
its narrow bounds, burfts every barrier, 
and flows impetuous o'er the vale, fo 
the facred light fpreads wide o'er all the 
earth ;— nor hand of men, nor power 
of fiends impede its heavenly courfe:— - 
empires long us'd with reverential awe 
to adore the ftarof day, now, with en- 
lighten'd piety, confefs the Power 
who from primeval darknefs ftruck their 
hallo w'd orb ; — from woods profan'd' 
by Pagan worfhip, refound the exaltedi 

{trains 
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ftrains of rational devotion, and one" 
vaft temple feems the terrene ball.—* 
The aftonifh'd patriarch exclaim'd, To- 
thee, whofe glory fills the everlafling 
throne, be afcrib'd all truth ; thou wilt 
accomplish thy word ; now, even now, : 
I fee my promis'd fons more numerous 
than the planetary orbs ; I hear them 
chaunt thy praife o'er all the verdant 
fphere : — fo be thy name ador'd by 
grateful worlds, till through all fpace 
refounds one general hymn ! 

Adam now caft an expreffive look 
on Eve, whofe eye gliften'd with divine 
extacy. Is this, faid he, my belov'd, 
that opaque fphere which was curs'd 
for our fakes ? — Can it be that world 
in which we planted fin and mifery ?— 
I well remember when on that fatal day 
we from the fentence of our offended 
judge expefted inftant death, with a 

look 



look foFten'd by mercy he benignly 
fpake, Thy pofterity fhould braife the 
ferpent's head. Thus is then the inex- 
plicable prediction fulfill'd: the earth, 
O Eve ! fo beauteous ere we finn'd,. 
fliall fhine with renovated brightnefs ; 
it fhall be more glorious than on the 
day when it was fir ft created ; then only 
from a chofen fpot refounded the praifc 
of its Almighty Maker; innume- 
rable tongues fhall now declare his 
name, and fpread his glory to the . 
diftant poles. 

Eve heard attentive, but replied 

not ;— flxe arofe in rapturous filence ; 

— (he took her celeftial lute, and ut< 

ter'd the effufions of grateful joy ;— • 

the cherubims were animated by her 

ftrains; they felt their facred ardours 

exalted, whilft the mother of mankind 

rehears'd the exhauftlefs mercy pf the 

Omnipotent. 

Ifaac 
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IfaaC, whofe ferene bofom whilft ort 
earth refembled the fmooth furface of 
the tranquil lake, was repos'd on the 
margin of a pure ftream, attentive to 
the melody which was heard through 
all the everlafting hills. Near him fat 
Rebecca— on earth the tender partner 
of his foul.— *0 thou, he cried, fole ce- 
ment of my earthly happinefs ; novr 
my companion in thefe immortal (hades; 
friend — Gfter— fay,what words do evefi 
oar newly acquired faculties afford, ex- 
preflive of our love, our gratitude to 
the Great Source of all ourblifs?— • 
Ye angels who vifit oft the feats of pure 
delight — ye feraphims, who drink with 
us the fullnefs of eternal joy, join 
your exalted voices to ray humble 
ftrain, and fing the fountain of eternal 
happinefs ) to his facred prefence lead, 
ye heavenly hierarchies, where, in ex- . 

tacies 
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lacies divine I may diffolve, and lofe 
myfelf in Uncreated Excellence. 

The mother of Joleph had attain'd 
the confines of the celeftial orb ; her 
approach was difcern'd by Eve, amidft 
the trees of immortal verdure. Cornell 
thou, O daughter ! faid (he, from yon- 
der fublunary fphere ?— Ah ! regions 
once of peace and pure delight, e'er 
my crime brought mifery on my race. 
— In me behold the fource of all thofe 
evils which await thy darling fon. — Ah, 
fatal day ! when confident of ftrength 
I fell. — Could yet my tears wafli from 
my lov'd offspring the foul offence, 
thefe heavenly brooks fhould be aug- 
mented by my forrows.— But no ; the 
day will come — I fee it from afar— 
when he, as by the Omnipotent de- 
creed, fihall vanquifli fin, • and in the 
precious dreams of mercy obliterate 
P the 
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the ftain. — So fpake the mother of 
mankind. 

Now o'er all the languid earth the 
effulgent fun fhot his meridian rays.-— 
Fierce beams of noon opprefs'd the 
fainting fwains, filenc'd the mufic of the 
groves, and faded the verdure of the 
flow'ry meads. 
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BOOK IV. 



REFRESHED by tranfient {lumber, 
the benevolent Jdfeph awoke.— 
Hence ! far hence ! he cried, thou foft 
fleep ! fafcinating power, adieu ! no 
longer feal my eye-lids.— How have I 
wafted in repofe the fleeting moments, 
whilft Ifrael anxioufly expe&s my re- 
turn ! — Perhaps, opprefs'd with heat, 
tny fainting brethren fink beneath the 
P 2 fliade 
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fhade. — How acceptable to them will 
prove thofe prefents which I bear. — I 
will arife, and haften to perform the 
filial talk. 

Soon from an eminence he beheld 
the Ihepherds tents, difpers'd over the 

enamell'd vale, His focial heart 

bounded at the fight ; and now, faid he, 
I fhall embrace my belov'd brethren ; 
I (hall gladden them with the aflurance 
of our father's welfare.— I fhall prefent 
them with thefe tokens of my fraternal 
love.— O Judah,I difcern thee beneath 
the umbrageous fhade. — O Reuben! I 
defcry thy manly form.— Belov'd ofF- 
fpring of our common fire ! foon (hall 
thefe affectionate arms alternately em- 
brace ye.~Impell'd by thofe tender 
fenfations, his agile fteps acquire aug- 
mented fwiftnefs ; — he refembles the 
fleet roe, which, bounding o'er the 

mountains 
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mountains, fcarcely with his nimble feet 
impreffes the yielding grafs. 

The Ions of Jacob perceiv'd him 
from afar*— As the ready taper kin- 
dles at the blaze, the malignant paffions 
which long had agitated their envious 
breafts, burft forth with deftru&ive 
rage, when they beheld the guiltlefs ob- 
je£l of their hate alone and unprote&ed* 
—Behold, laid Napthali, the youth or* 
whom our father laviflies his partial 
love ! — What has that form to boaft ? 
—What is that fuperior goodnefs which 
deceives his doating age and calls oa 
os a darker ihade ? — Let us, my bre- 
thren, examine this fpurious virtue— 
what is it ?— to hang upon our father's 
neck, and vent the efFufions of a 
feign'd affe&ion— to figh— to weep— 
whene'er the tale of mifery accofis his 
ear.— Thefe are the fpecious arts of 

hypocrites ; 
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hypocrites ;— -yet thefe have ftolen the 
affe&ions of our father, whilft our more 
manly virtues pafs neglected by him. — 
To climb the broken rock in fearch 
of vagrant herds ; to ford the redun- 
dant flood when fwelling torrents heave 
its foaming wave ; to bear the rude 
north wind, the piercing cold of win- 
ter, or the fummer's more intolerable 

beam. Thefe are acquirements in 

which the effeminate youth can never 
emulate us. 

Reuben with mingled aftonilhment 
and grief, heard the firft effufions of 
that bafe paffion which had long burnt 
in fecret within their breads. — Ah ! 
why, faid he, my brethren, fuffer ye 
thus unkind fufpicion to lurk within 
your hearts? — What can the benevo- 
lent youth have done to merit epithets 
like thefe ?— If gentlenefs of manners 

and 
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and unfullied truth, with an amiable fo- 
licitude for the happincfs of all,deferve 
our love, Jofeph our brother claims it 
of us ; for I well know, whene'er our 
follies have attain'd the ear of Ifrael, 
the tender lad has form'd a thoufend 
kind excufes for our conduft,and ftrove 
with unremitting tendernefs to evade 
his juft difpleafure from us, ' ' His 
youth — his innocence— but chief a 
mother's early doom, endear him in 
our father's eye ;~-yet which of us has 
e'er perceiv'd the leaft abatement of 
parental love ? 

Thus fpake the firft born of Leah ; 
but as when a tempeft rifing in the 
bleak north o'erfpreads the face of 
Heaven with a tremendous gloom, he 
beheld the countenances of his bre- 
thren o'ercaft with malice and indigna- 
tion ; — fad prelude of that cataftrophe 

which 



which foon muft follow! — He was 
anfwer'd by Zabulon, whofe eyes, as 
he fpake, flath'd malicious fire, — If 
thou, faid he, can'ft thus ignobly fubmit 
to the ufuiper of our rights, and be- 
hold, unmov'd, the unworthy boy re- 
ceive thofe fond careffes which are due 
to us, know we poffefs fuperior fenfi~. 
bility, nor tamely can endure our' 
wrongs. Is it for him we bear the ful-J 
try heats of fumraer and the wintry 
blafts ? — Whilft we in tedious toil con- 
fume the day, he, with infidious art, 
beguiles us of our father's love. 

To him After rejoin'd :— -Thy fond 
credulity, O Reuben ! makes thee the 
dupe of a defigning boy. Thou fuf- 
peQeft not, that underneath that fair 
difguife, he bears a mind of blacked 
dye. His fpecious virtues are the ef- 
fe& of art — his piety—his jendernefs, 

• all 



( **i ) 

all affum'd ; and when he melts in pity 
for the crimes and miferies of others, 
who fees not through the varnifh'd 
garb, hypocrify, with all her invidious 
train ? 

Jofeph had now pafs'd the declivity 
of the mountain. With extended arms 
he advances towards his brethren ; 
fmiles of affe&ion fit on his placid 
brow. He approaches to embrace 
them, but with malignant force they re- 
pel the tender effort.— A traveller paf- 
fes through a delightful country ; on 
either fide he is charm'd with the riling 
beauties of nature, but chiefly a luxu- 
riant profpeft at a diftance attracts his 
fight ; he haftens to attain it, and ar- 
rives at the enchanting fpot ; at that 
moment, as his delighted foul imbibes 
the vernal pleafure, a lion nifties from 
the . covert of the rock. Pale terror 
Q feizes 
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feizes the aftonifh'd vi&im.— Thus the 
youth whofe focial heart had long 
dwelt with rapture on the pleafures of 
fraternal endearment, ftands before hi* 
offended brethren mute with furprize 
and grief. He would demand the 
caufe of fuch aufterity, but his emo- 
tion fuppreffes the power of fpeech. 

And now a diftant murmur is heard 
among the many.— At length they ar- 
ticulate, Revenge ! Revenge !— The 
infernal found refounds through the 
deep caverns of the rock. — Reuben 
again attempts to fpeak ; but as when 
contending winds fever the briny bil- 
lows of the main, and to the angry 
fkies lay bare the wonders of his dark 
domain, in vain the finking mariner 
exerts his plaintive voice — it finks- 
it dies amidft the noife of jarring 1 
elements,—— Thus, with fruitlefs at- 

dor, 
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dor, the firft born of Jacob long 
fought the attention of his enrag'd bre- 
thren.— At length the impatient cla- 
mour ceas'd, and he again attempted to 
foothe their raging paffion. What fa- 
tal madnefs, O my brethren ! faid he, 
has feduc'd your better reafon and will 
more benign ?— What infernal power 
has infpi/d thofe hearts where once fra- 
ternal tendernefs refided ? — Is there 
not room enough for us in Ifrael's 
love ?— Tiue, he with fond afFe&ion 
beholds our youthful brother — the 
child of his age— the fad memento of 
his lamented Rachel. — But are we then 
lefs belov'd by him ? — No, my bre- 
thren ; we are all dear to him who gave 
us life,— Forget thofe bafe fufpicions, 
and again embrace the unoffending ' 
youth. See, he ftands abforpt in an- 
guifli; your unkindnefs wounds his 
foul. 

Q a Jofcph 
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Jofeph how proftrates bimfalf on 
the ground. With a countenance o'er- 
charg'd with for row, he looks up to his . 

malignant foes. -He fpeaks, — — 

Oh ! fay in what have I offended ?t- 
Name but my crime, and penitence 
fliall fiieeeed the unremember'd dee^. 
— But Oh ! thefe frowns I cannot bear. 
— .Your unkind reproaches are worfe 
than death, 

Iffachar interrupted the perfuafive 
addrefs. — Peace, faid he, thou ambi- 
tious boy! nor with thy fpecious plead- 
ings think longer to amufe us,— Haft 
thou forgot when the f^ir profpeft of 
fuperior power charm'd thy nofturnal 
fancy ? when, in the elevation of thy 
foul, thou faw'ft the fun, moon, and 
eleven of the attendant ftars, bowing in 
homage before thee ? 

And 
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And Ijremember'well, faid Zebulon, 
when titfd with toil, his feeble limbs re- 
pos'd within my tent, he (waking) told 
me of his dream. O'er fields of ri«? 
pen'd corn his imagination wander'd, 
and to his afpiring view prefented his 
fteaf fuperior to the reft, which from 
our's receiv'd fubmiflive homage. — 
Thus we perceivfe his dady fchemes 
and nightly cares tend to dominion 
over us.— What then remains but that 
we feize the happy moment to revenge 
our wrongs ? 

Gad, with malignant purpofe, arofe 
to addrefs the envious affembly. — 
Where is now, faid he, the bravery 
which ever mark'd the offspring of 
Jacob ? — Shall we fuffer the fweet, the 
important hour, to pafs us unimprov'd ? 
— Yes,wewillfubmitto this futilelord ; 
we will be his flaves, — Ah ! ftart ye at 

the 
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the idea ? — Then what remains ?— His 
death alone fecures our liberty* — He 
bleeds, my brethren — the ufurper 
bleeds. 

He fpake, but none durft reply.— 
As if aflonilh'd at each other's perfidy, 
they flood mute.— — TTwas dreadful 
filence.— Scarcely were the founds of 
refpiration heard by the attentive ear. 
— Near them flood, in awful f ufpence, 
tbofe celeftial beings, who by divine 
appointment were the invifible atten- 
dants of the houfholds of Ifrael. — 
Grief and anxiety appeared in each ra- 
diant face. — A horrid thrilling (hook 
their angelic frames, and the refplen- 
dent fpear trembled within each agi« 
tated hand. 

Gad at length refum'd : — Why this 
unftedfaft paufe ?— Want ye ftill cou-. 

rage 
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rage to affix the heroic purpofe of your 
fouls ? — What is there fo dreadful in 
the thought ? We will dip that party- 
colour'd robe in the crimfon gore, and 
to our father prefent the fymbol of his 
partial love. Our well feign'd tale 
{hall amufe his ear, and the bold deed 
be known to us alone. — Sudden, by 
one accurs'd impulfe led, they cry una- 
nimous, He dies ! he dies ! 

Now earth trembled to her centre ; 
the aftonifh'd fun retir'd behind an 
opaque cloud, and the guardian fpirits, 
veiling their celeftial faces, flew up to 
Heaven. With a flow and foletnn pace 
they mov'd along the etherial plain, 
and the black record laid before the 
fanftuary of Eternal Justice.-— 
Enoah and Abdiel alone remain'd; 
they flood on either fide the guiltlefs 
Jofepb,who now,arifing from the earth, 

beheld 
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beheld, all felf-colle&ed, the effulgent* 
fteel. — Father of All, he faid, from 
thee, the exhauftlefs fource of Being, I 
derive exiftence. Let me not fink in 
annihilation, but may this vital fpark 
for ever folace in thy love ! 

And now they whet the glittering 
knife ; they prepare to feize the unre- 
fifting viQim, when Reuben again ad- 
drefs'd them : — Ye know not, my de- 
luded brethren, what ye do. Ah ! 
have ye fatbom'd the depth of thofe 
eternal horrors which will poffefs your 
guilty minds, fhould ye accomplifli the 
accurs'd deed ? — Are ye prepared to 
brave the vengeance of offended Hea- 
ven ? — Ah ! ftain not your hands with 
blood — with an unoffending brother's 
blood. — In yonder wildernefs there is 
a pit obfcure and deep ; depofit there, 
ye cruel men, the vi&im of your ha- 
tred. 

The 
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The propofal pleas'd the envious 
band ; and Judah replied, Thy unman- 
ly weaknefs is now apparent ; the tears 
thou haft betray 'd are unfeltbyus; 
but in compliance with thy timidity we 
a {Tent. 

Jofeph now heard a fentence worfe 
than inftant death.— With composed 
accent he again addrefs'd them. — If 
then, my brethren, ye feek my life, 
why with diffembled mercy do ye pro- 
long my doom. Within this faithful 
bofom fheathe your murd'rous weapon 
rather than execute your cruel purpofe 
by a lingering fate. Strike then, my 
brethren ! ftrike at once ! and may the 
Eternal look not on your deed! 
may it be obliterated in the fountain of 
mercy ! 

Regardlefs of his melting voice, 

they ftrip from his tender limbs the veft 

R of 
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of various colours, which Israel's affec- 
tionate hand had presented him ; and 
to the deftin'd fpot* compel the patient 
fufferer, majeftic in his woes ! — Deep 
in the thickeft covert of a wood 
they find the tremendous gulph, o'er- 
grown with baneful weeds and many a 
rugged thorn. — Near its dank verge 
no fhepherd leads his flock, nor tune- 
ful birds ling on the adjacent fpray ; 
but hid within the thorny brake the 
noxious reptile croaks, and penfive 
owls fcream through the filent fhade.— 
Enoah and Abdiel defcended the abyfs, 
and on their outftretch'd wings fuf- 
tain'd their belov'd charge, dafe'di head- 
long from the horrid brink. — A ft out, 
which feem'd to pierce the offended 
Ikies, burft from the malignant multi- 
tude. — The gloomy foreft, unus'd ta 
human voice, refounded the malicious 

Mean 
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Mean time Reuben had retir'd to a 
diftant meadow ; he walk'd with pen- 
five ftep, ruminating on the cruelty of 
his unfeeling brethren. — In every mil- 
ling breeze he hears their dreaded foofc- 
fteps ; in every found his imagination 
catches the plaintive accents of the in- 
jur'd Jofeph; impatiently he views 
the tardy fon,and wilhes for the friend- 
ly covert of the night, to releafe the 
youthful fufferer ffom the horrid pit.— 
Whilft thus he mus'd on the humane 
defign, the vengeful brethren were 
withdrawn to a fliade of congregated 
palms ; there, on the vernal turf, they 
fpread thofe refrefhments which Jo- 
feph, with fraternal kindnefs had con- 
vey'd; and with loud mirth fat down 
to the repaft. Each on the fatal deed 
congratulating each, they pafs'd the 
joyous moments, till theblufhing fun 
ftole down the flope of Heaven, and 
R 2 Hermon 
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Herraon call a lengthened fliadowo'e* 
the vale. 

Within that happy clime, where fpi- 
cy groves perpetually emit their fra- 
grance to the ambient air, Hagar, 
when driven from her matter's houfe, 
had repos'd her infant fon, from whom, 
purfuant to divine predi&ion, a nume- 
rous pofterity defcended, invincible 
and fleet ; fkill'd with unerring force to 
wield the impetuous arrow from the 
bow, or guide the untam'd courfer o'er 
extended wilds. Of thefe, a part to 
commerce bent their view, and now 
their balmy treafures bore to where 
the Nile heaves his redundant wave.— 
They were feen by the degenerate race 
of Ifrael as they pafs'd within the li- 
mits of the diftant horizon. Iffachar, 
whofe feet emulated the rapidity of the 
bounding hart, flew towards the mer- 
cantile 



C 133 ) 

cantile band. They perceiv'd his ap- 
proach ; they fufpended their loaded 
camels. — Some of the brethren re- 
pair'd to the wildernefs, where, in the 
dark abyfs, the haplefs fufferer re- 
main'd, magnanimous in grief. Al- 
ready he feem'd to have pafs'd the ter- 
reftrial confines and to foar above the 
liars. With a calmnefs, which the 
confcioufnefs of integrity could alone 
infpire, he awaited the moment which 
fhould clofe his eyes in everlafting 
peace, when the voices of his brethren 
recalled his attention back to earth.— 
Haftily they drew him to the light 
of day; they unfolded their cruel 
purpofe ; no flattering view of mercy 
allur'd his hopes ; he no longer fought 
that pity which their fouls knew not.— • 
Silently he walk'd amidft their ranks ; 
ftill fraternal love triumph'd in his be- 
nignant 
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nignant eye ; it beam'd fotgivenefs on 
his caufelefs foes. 

, So look'd, in after-time, The Man 
of Sorrows, when from Calvary's tra- 
gic height he interceded for his mur- 
derers. 

Thelfhmaelites,ftruck with the ami- 
able exterior of the for* of Ifrael, de- 
liver'd for him the demanded price. 
He accompanied them acrofs the traefc- 
\zh defert, and foon the tall cedars of 
Dothan receded from their fight. — 
One tender glance he caff on that k>v*d 
hill, whofe blue top o'erlook'd the 
plain of Mamre ; he law the palms, 
whofe buffiiy heads fhaded the paternal 
dwelling. The figh which foftly ftole 
from hi* heaving breaft was gentle as 
the breeze of evening; his perifive eye 
was moiften'd, but he tum'd it, fraught 
with pious fortitude towards the pity- 
ing 
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ing fries, and meekly wip'd the impends 
ing tear. 

Now was the delightful hour when 
the earth no longer felt the fervent 
blaze of day, but receiv'd its rays, 
darted obliquely through the fields of 
air.— Ifirael fat at the door of his tent^ 
beneath a portico of intermingled 
branches, inhaling the refrefhing fra- 
grance of herbs and flowers. A myr- 
rie, planted by the hand of Jofeph, 
yielded its grateful incenfe ; and the 
dews of Heaven began to defoend on 
the verdant paftures. In ardent ex- 
pectation the fond parent number'd 
thofe heavy hours which feparated him 
from the belov'd of his foul. Already 
his paternal cares foreboded force dif- 
aftrous caufe of delay. — O Ifraei! 
much enduring man ! what lball fuftain 
thy fortitude beneath the impending 

forrows ? 
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fdrfows ? The hour approaches wheii 
anguifh inexpreflible fhall wring thy 
aged breaft.— In the anxiety of his foul, 
the patriarch exclaim'd, Why tarrieth 
the prep of my declining years ?— 
Wherefore, O Jofeph, art thou fo long 
abfent ? Hath fome dire mifliap be- 
fallen thee ? — Haften, O my fon ! to 
the arms of thy father, who feels a 
thoufand apprehenfions for thy fafety. 

While yet the pathetic exclamation 
hung on the lip of Ifrael, his fons re- 
turnd from the field.— In their hands 
they bore the raiment of Jofeph, dipp'd 
in the blood of a kid. T hey ap- 
proach'd their aged parent, and Levi, 
prefenting the crimfon robe, began the 
horrific tale — Behold, O my father ! 
faid he, the veil in which thy affec- 
tionate hand array'd thy belov'd Jo- 
feph !-— Ah ! where is now our bro- 
ther ? 
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ther ? — Doubtlefs he is flain by fome 
ferocious bead. — This fatal proof too 
well declares the unwelcome truth ! 

The parental eye was fix d immovea- 
bly on the crimfon garment. — As yet, 
no tear friendly to grief flood in the 
vifual orb — nor figh, the eloquence of 
woe, difturb'd the awful filence.—- Too 
well we perceive, O fire ! faid the infi- 
dious Simeon, thou acknowledged the 
garment o( our lamented brother ;— 
yet where is now the fortitude which 
enlighten'd minds alone difplay be* 
neath the preffure of affliction ?— 
Think, O my father ! thou haft other 
fons, who labour to a flu age thy forrows 
—to tender thee the foothing aids of 
confolation.— 'Tis the property of rea- 
fon to fufpend the force of fruitlefs woe, 
and mitigate thofe evils which attend 
humanity. 

'S Thus 



C *3*) 

' Thus fpecioufly he fpake, but Ifraef f 
beard bim not.— -Abforpt in angui(h> 
he continued to gaze on the raiment of 
his fon.— Thus, by the fculptor's chi- 
ld taught to mourn, the penfive ftatue 
reclines over the marble urn. At 
length the venerable mourner arofe^ 
he folded his aged arms ; — he ex- 
claim'd, Jofeph is no more. — He whofe 
virtue, whofe filial piety, enlighten'd 
the gloom of my departing days, is torn 
from my tender embrace. — My fon is 
jio more ! — I will mourn for him till 
the fhadows of death eneompafs me— 
till this grtef'worn frame Ihall mingle 
with the friendly duft. 

Now enter'd the aged Miriam, whole 
once auburn treffes were filver'd by 
the hand of time ; her forehead was 
imprefs'd by the furrows of age, but 
the mild domeftic virtues fhone in her 

ferene 
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ferene countenance. Her faithfulat* 
tachment to the houfhold of Jacob 
gave alacrity to her fteps.— She bad- 
followed the blooming Rachel from the 
land of her nativity, and on her faith- 
ful bofom the lovely mother refign'd 
her lateft breath in the vernal plains 
of Rama. — To thee, Miriam, {he faid; 
I confign my fans. Be thou the guar- 
dian of their youth, aad let thy friend* 
!y counfeis foothe the for rowing part- 
ner of my foul.— She could no more. 
— The tender accents died on the pal- 
lid lip, and file nee, eternal filence fol- 
iow'd!— Then fell, Olfrael? all thy 
hopes of hiHunary blifs. ■ O n the 
bright funfhine of thy life was fet the 
impenetrable cloud. — Miriam had en- 
graved on her heart the dying words of 
herbelov'd miftrefs. From that day 
fhe had never ceas'd to watch with un- 
remitting care her youthful offspring ; 
S 2 and 
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and now'he* feeble arm had fupported 
the unliable Heps of the infant Benja- 
min, who had colle&ed the choiceft 
flowers of the parterre to form a chap- 
let for his brother Jofeph, 

Soon the venerable domeftic per-* 
ceiv'd the footfteps of mifery beneath 
that roof fo late the feat of peace and 
focial harmony ; nor long did (he re- 
main a ftranger to the fatal caufe.— 
Within her wither'd veins the purple 
current inftantaneous ftopp'd ; her be- 
nignant heart no longer beat; {he funk, 
bereft of life, and the angel of death 
receiv'd her virtuous fpirit. — Now, dif- 
incumber'd from the mortal frame, no 
more Ihe felt the infirmities of age ; — 
with renovatecj youth fhe fprung ; flie 
fought the etherial way. — The feraphic 
attendant on her flight conduced the 
pure foul to the orb where the faithful 

are 






are placed m erverlafting felicity :*— from 
the confines of that fpbere, the immor- 
tals beheld her approach ;-— infpir'd 
with divine tranfport, they fung. 

Rejoice, thou Heaven, and ye innu- 
merous orbs, for a mortal has put on 
immortality ! an inhabitant of earth 
becomes the inheritor of Heaven !— 
We hail thee, fitter of light!— We 
congratulate thy entrance into the re- 
gions of everlafting repofe ! — Thou 
flialt no more feel the approaches of 
age ; — forrow and pain enter not thefe 
manfions of felicity ; — here the pre- 
fence of the Eternal difFufes an un- 
unclouded day. — Whilft thoufandsand 
tens of thoufands of extinguifh'd funs 
fink into oblivion, and all the planetary 
fyftems be annihilated, thou fhalt fur- 
vive, renew'd in youth ; nor lhall thy 

newly 



fcewfy acquired happinefs decay, but ftili 
bloom on from blifs to blifs, through 
endlefs ages. 

Myriads of happy beings now drew 
near to hail the new pofleflbr of immor- 
tality. Rachel folded in a ceieftial 
embrace her belov'd Miriam. Wel- 
come, faid flie, thou virtuous ipirit, to 
thefe feats of divine tranquillity. I 
have feen with what tender fclicitude 
thou haft guarded thofe who are dear 
to me on earth. — For this I have vifi- 
ted the peaceful plains of Mamre at 
noon or fflent eve ; beheld thy pious 
efforts to infpire thy youthful charge 
with a reverence of virtue.— -I have 
been thy invifiWe attendant in the thick 
grove, and heard thee in friendly ac« 
cents repeat my name.— Our belov'd 
Jofeph yet lives beneath the love of the 
Supreme; for know, thou new inha- 
bitant 
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bitant of the Ikies, what mortals deenfr 
affli£lion,are often bleffings fent by Di« 
vine Beneficence, to correct the 
biascf the human heart, and form it 
for felicity. — But fee'ft thou not, my 
immortal friend, how every object 

around contributes to thy blifs ? 

yet thefe are but the dawnings of eter- 
nal day.— Lead, Oyeferaphs, to the 
refulgent prefence of our God. ■» 
Veil'd in light ineffable, thou flialt, 
my dear Miriam I behold Him who* 
created thee ; who endow'd us with ca- 
pacities for the enjoyment of himfelf, 
—There thou (halt imbibe the fulnefs 
of joy ;-— thou (hall diffolve in extatic 
tranfports of love and gratitude. 

And now The Sire or All, atten- 
tive ever to his fuffering friends, bade 
Ethol defcend to the plain of Mamre,- 
there to diffufe celcftial confolation'to 

the 
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the afflided foul of Ifrael.— Obedient 
to divine command the feraph flew 
amidft onnumber'd worlds. He fought 
to conceal his effulgence, which was 
too dazzling for mortal fight, and ar- 
riving at the limits of that fluid which 
encompafles the globe, he mingled with 
the delicious odours which the earth, 
adorn'd with flowers and herbs, emitted 
from her fragrant bofom ; thefe con- 
densed by the coolnefs of the nodurnal 
hour, had form'd a lucid cloud, in 
which the celeftial veil'd his beaming 
fplendors. 

Ifrael had retir'd from his dwelling, 
now no longer enliven'd by the amia- 
ble converfe of his belov'd Jofepb. 
Forgetful of his fate, he feems to hear 
his melodious voice in the diftant (hade* 
—He Harts-— he looks around with im- 
patient rapture*— but, Ah I too foon bis 

bleeding 
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bleeding memory revives tk& horrid 
tale.— Again he fixes bis mournful eye 
on the ground, and with iadden'd ftep* 
walks beneath doe palms which fur- 
round his once tranquil abode .—Some* 
times, widh a profound figih, he would 
look towards the fpangied firm acne at; 
the azure concave glow'd with re* 
(plendent orbs, but he faw not the effuU 
gent fcene ; every faculty was aWbrpt 
in woe.— What innumerable forrowp, 
he cried, are crowded in the narrow 
fpan of human life !— If this be ajl of 
man's exiftence, happy the tender balbe 
who fcareely opes his feeble eye4ids 
on the ligh e'er tihey are closed in per- 
petual night! — But wretched he who 
is deftin'd to fuftain the tedious weight 
of fourfcore years !~ Alas! whftt bit- 
ter moments muft he count !— *how afit 
repeat the lengthen'd tale of human 
mifery!— Did the Omnipotent then 
T give 
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give to man his wond'rous faculties but 
to augment the fenfe of woe ?— Ah, 
no ! — the foul recoils at the idea ! — He 
has beftow'd on us capacities for hap- , 
pinefs ; — but in what ftate to be en- 
joy'd?— Is the bright % mind defign'd 
for annihilation with its clay ? or, of a 
purer effence form'd, returns to its 
Divine Creator ?— Why in dark 
clouds of vague conjefture is the im- 
portant truth conceal'd ? 

Ethol now drew near. All nature 
felt the approach of the celeftial hie- 
rarch : the gentle zephyrs wav'd a 
fofter gale ; the diftant fountain flow'd 
in harmonious murmurs ; Ifrael felt his 
forrows lighten'd, and ferenity difFus'd 
through his powers : he was near a lit- 
tle arbour of jeffamine, where he had 
often been delighted by the pleafing 

converfe 
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converfe of his lamented Jofeph. A 
tender melancholy, which he fought to 
indulge, led him to the charming re- 
cefs; he reclin'd on the ground, and a 
gentle dumber infenfibly clos'd his op r 
prefs'd eye-lids — Whilft the animal, 
frame of Jacob was refrelh'd by invi- 
. gorating deep, the Immortal led his vi- 
tal fpirit through the atmofphere, and 
paffing myriads of refplendent fpheres, 
they arrive at thofe placid regions al- 
lotted for the reception of virtuous 
minds, when releas'd from their vehi- 
cles of clay : there the patriarch be- 
held the progenitors of his race->-Abra- 
ham, whofe immortal brows were en- 
circled by divine radiance, and Sarah, 
more beautiful than when her mortal 
charms enkindled a tender paffion in 
the heart of Majefty. 

T % Whilft, 



Whilft, with extatic feelings, he be* 
held the illuftrioua race of beings glori- 
fied, his belov'd Rachel approach' d 
him,flufh'd with eternal youth.— -Tears 
of tranfport fell from the eyes of Ifrael i 
—he effays to fpeak, yet feels himfelf 
unable to exprefe the rapt'rous eleva- 
tion of his foul ! The lovely form thus, 
with ineffable fmiles, addrefs'd him :—■ • 
O thou ! whofe tendernefs endear'd to 
me yonder fublunary fcenes.— -Partner 
of all my earthly blifs ! with relu&ance 
my foul, yet ignorant of cfeleftial joys, 
quitted thy belov'd fociety, when the 
hand of death feparated it from its 
duft, in the green plains of Rama. 
Thou lean'ft, abforpt in anguilh, o'er 
the dying frame ;. thou faw'ft it fink 
into di Ablution, and in thy aSe6tionate 
arms prefs'd the lifelefs clay* From 
the incumbrances of flefli releas'd,near 
thee I flood, nor thought of Heaven, 

nor 
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nor of my flight to diftant worlds—, 
ftill loth from thee to feparate. An im- 
material being, as I myfelf was now 
become, approach'd, — Sifter, it faid, 
why lingered thou here ? — Thou art 
now an immortal fpirit, aerial and pure 
as one of us, no more opprefs'd by pe- 
rifliable duft.— Yon fields of fpace of- 
fer their wonders to thy view.— Eter- 
nity and blifs are all thy own !— — In* 
ftant I tried my newly acquir'd powers ; 
I was lighter than the air which before 
I breath'd ; I flew with the benignant 
fpirit to thofe fcenes of blifs, whoft 
lead delight exceeds earth's moil ex* 
altedjoys. — O mybeiov'd! thoufeeft 
the human foul is deftin'd to furvive its 
feeble tenement of earth. Why then 
gliftens in thine eye the tear of grief ? 
Why with penfive fighs heaves thine 
affliaed bofom ? — Yet but a little, and 
the (hadows difappear; the dawn of 

cveriafting 
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everlafting day breaks forth. Happy, 
O Ifrael ! fupremely happy they, who 
tread the tranquil paths of virtue ; an- 
gels themfelves delight to hover around 
their facred dwellings ; and precious 
in the Eternal's fight are thefighs of 
fuffering innocence. — Thou muft now 
return to the earth, there to refide till 
the counfels of the Highest are ful- 
filled ; then will I await the hour when 
death fliall clofe thine eyes : I will con- 
du& thy gentle fpirit to thefe feats of 
undifturb'd felicity. — She ceas'd, but 
her voice, foft as the mufic of the 
fpheres, ftill founded in the ears of the 
enraptur'd patriarch. Whilft he in vain 
fought the power of utterance, the 
lovely vifion glided from his fight, and 
the feraph Ethol reconducted him to 
earth. 1 

Jacob, refrelh'd by his flumbers, 
awoke.— His forrows were compos'd, 

and 
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artd a Tweet tranquillity thrill'd through 
his frame. O immortality ! he cried, 
how tranfporting is the view thou open- 
eft to the enraptur'd foul ! Thy nearer 
profpeft yields a joy beyond what earth 
affords. — I Ihall again behold my la- 
mented Rachel ; we (hall be reunited 
beyond the power of death to feparate 
us. — The fon I now deplore {hall be 
redor'd to my longing fight ; my Jo- 
feph I again (hall meet. — Enlighten'd 
by divine conviElion I will fufpend my 
griefs:— the days of mortality (hall 
glide away like the rapid dream, and 
an eternity of blifs fucceed. 

To the firft emotions of paternal for- 
row fucceeded a penfive calm in the 
wounded bread of Ifrael. He re- 
flected on the fate which had torn his 
belov'd Jofeph from his endearments ; 
but all refign'd, look'd up to Heaven 

fmiling 



fmiling amidft refiftlefs tears.—— ~ So 
often in evening declination looks the 
fun, when his horizontal rays pervade 
thofe watry columns which are drawn 
from the briny ocean.— —Nature, 
through all lier works obeys thy will, he 
cried, Great Sovereign of the 
Universe 1— Shall man alone rebel ? 
—Shall he repine at thy decrees who 
fees thy wifdom (hine through all ?— 
Does yonder daify lift its beamy head 
tifl firft thy breath -difpels the wintry 
froft?— nor doth the fraalleft leaf, 
fhook by autumnal winds, refign its •pa- 
rent branch utrfeen by tbee. — Not 
chance condu&s this mortal fcene, but 
wHdom infinite— wiftfom connbin'd with 
love ; — whence then the fruidefstear— * 
the ftubbom figh.-— Be all Hby dtfpenfa* 
tions, Lord, obey'd toy me— -by all,— ■ 
Let no dHcordanrt voice difturb the 
harmony which reigns throughout all 
fpace. 

On 
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* On a day eonfecrated by the mourn-* • 
ful parent to the remembrance of his 
belov'd Jofeph, he had fummon'd his 
children to the bower, where a fecial 
feaft awaited ;— them he welcotn'd with 
cordial tendernefs, but none durft meet 
bis eye;— though mild and beaming 
love, to them itfeem'd fevere,and every 
glance they fear'd would penetrate the 
horrid fecret of their fouls.— In filence 
they fat around;— -the artlefs tale, which 
was wont to enliven every fraternal 
meeting, was not heard ;-*-cheerlefs and 
fad appeared thofe fcenes where once 
feftivity expanded her guiltlefs wing ;— 
fometimes they fought to awaken a faint 
dawn of mirth ; but, like a tender exo* 
tic, that, wrefted from its native foil, 
mocks the exertion of the florift's care, 
the transient flafh expires, and gloomy 
melancholy refumes her powers— Ja- 
cob imagined be beheld thofe emotions 
U of 
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of fraternal forrow with which he was at 
oncepain'dand delighted. — How amia-> 
ble, he exclaim'd, my children, is this 
tendernefs!; — The penfive look, the 
ftruggling figh, more eloquent than 
words, evince your affe&ion for a la- 
mented brother : — your grief endears 
you in my eye; but O my fons! whilft 
we indulge the tender feelings of the 
heart, let us not forget fubmiffion to the 
will of Him who governs allevents.— . 
Shall not the Divine Bestower op 
Life refume the boon when it feems 
good to his unerring, view ? — Attend 
me, I entreat, to yonder wood, where 
mournful cyprefs waves its fable top.— 
A fad, yet pleafing talk awaits. 

Slowly they arofe, and follow'd their 

fire, who foon attain'd the awful fpot* 

—Two ancient yews, whofe branches 

had intermingled with each other, fepa- 

.'.-, rated 
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rated for their entrance ;— through a 
narrow avenue of overfhadowing 
boughs, they penetrated the centre of 
the wood;— nature, who with fportive 
hand promilcuoufly had mingled fra- 
grant woodbine with rugged thorn, and 
taught the rofe to blufh unfeen beneath 
the cedar's ample fhade, had here re- 
ft rain'd her wild luxuriance. — A ver- 
dant circus was prefented to their view ; 
—Jacob had here planted the cyprefs, 
emblematical of grief; — its dufky 
branches mingling with the trees, Ihed 
around a deeper gloom.— -In the midft 
of this recefs was a graffy mound 
bounded bv flexile willows, o'er which 
an odorous myrtle extended its fhade 
and fhed its fragrant bloffoms.— You 
behold, my children, faid the patriarch, 
the little monument which I have raifed 
to the memory of Jofeph. — Though his 
tender limbs have fatiated the fury of 
U 2 ravenous 
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ravenous beafts, here we can affemhle 
oft as the year renews the mournful 
day, and commemorate his fate.— ^ 
Here, uninterrupted by the voice of 
mirth, we may indulge our forrowful 
feelings, and drop a tender tear ; nor 
(hall the God cf Nature difapprove 
the amiable emdtion ;— he has not 
given us affeQions to be fupprefs'd ; 
nor may the efforts of cold philofophy r 
damp the ardor of the focial heart ;— • 
excefs alone makes forrow criminal.-^- 
Often as fpring bedecks the meadows 
with opening buds, we will fpread our 
flow'ry garlands o'er the tomb ; — the 
afcending fragrance (hall remind us of 
Jofeph's virtues ; — we will enumerate 
each perfeflion of his fpotlefs mind, 
till, emulative, we adopt the fair exam- 
ple ; — nor hoary age fhall blufh to ob* 
tain improvement from the inftru&ive 
theme, *~What though the human. 

frame 
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frame moulders within the earth, know; 
O my fons ! that virtue never dies ;-• 
even from the icy bed of death it 
blooms a fweet perfume to Heaven. 

Ifrael ceas'd to fpeak, and, opprefs'4 
by his feelings, hid his venerable coun- 
tenance within his mantle, ■ Dinah, 
taking from her head, a wreath of jef- 
famin, laid it on the moffy hillock; 
and Benjamin gathering the flow'rs 
which profufely deck'd the ground, 
fcalter'd them around ; then both re-> 
dining over it, mingled tears of inno- 
cence.-- - Reft here, faid the weeping 
maid, ye early dews ; at\ji (how'rs dif* 
til your kindly drops. — Open your 
(lores, fweet fpring ! on this lov'd fpot 
to pour your painted treafures.— Jofeph 
is no more.— Never fhall I fee again the 
companion of my youthful hours.— 
Mourn honour, truth, and re&itude* 

for 
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Sbr Jofepb was your own ;— you took 
him e'er the lamp of reafon dawn'd, 
and breath'd your influence on his 
foul. 

Whilft thus (he utter'd the pathetic 
foliloquy, the brethren, pale and trem- 
bling, remain'd far diftant from the fa- 
cred mound; — none durft approach it; 
ihey flood with their downcaft eyes 
fix'd to the earth ; — unable longer to 
pontemplate a fcene which awaken'd 
every fentiment of remorfe, they were 
fiirdwith unutterable anguifli, and one 
by one withdrew.-*— Jacob was left with 
the affectionate Dinah, and the laft re- 
maining offspring of bis belov'd Ra- 
chel ;-^penfively he walk'd, abforpt in 
thofe meditations which evade the de- 
scriptive pen. — It is thus that, anima- 
ted by the glorious light of immorta- 
lity, 9. Cfrriftian furveys the death .bed 

of 
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of thofe he loves — Nature recoils, but 
faith vi&orious triumphs o'er the grave, 
and fubdues each mortal frailty. 

ACher had quitted the path which led 
to his dwelling, and retir'd to a fequef- 
ter'd fhade. — Ah! whither, he cried, 
can I go ?— Whither flhall my wretched 
footfteps wander ? — Durft I return to 
the tent where my (miling infants with 
their mother await my return ? — Ah, 
no !— that is the abode of innocence ; 
— (hall guilt and treachery enter there ? 
— Wretch that I am, what fcene fo 
tranquil can afford me peace ? — I will 
feek the caverns where the grifly mon- 
fters of the defert roar ; — with them I 
will affociate, myfelf more brutal far 
than they. — - — As thus his terrific ac- 
cents pierc'd the air, Napthali ap- 
proach'd him from a thicket, where, ac- 
tuated by fimilar remorfe,he had fought; 

con- 



concealment.— O After f he exclahn'd* 
my unhappy brother ! — Yet why pro- 
fane I that endearing name ?— It be- 
longs not to us, the treacherous be- 
trayers of Jofepb. — Nature difclaims 
us ;— we have broken all her ties ;— we 
are not her children ;— fhe knows us 
not.— What anguifh has ourinhuma- 
nity planted in the bread of Ifrael ?— 
yet what are his feelings compared to 
thole which wring our guilty fouls.—* 
Even the painful emotions of a virtuous 
mind are accompanied by felicity 
which vice knows not in her mod joy- 
ous moments. — Were thofe fhining 
orbs which glitter in yon Iky, and all 
their radiant glories mine, with rapture 
would I quit the fplendid treafure to be 
poffefs f d of one (uch fweet fenfation as 
infpir'd our fitter when in tender drains 
fhe mourn'd the victim of our hatred. 
— O Afher! when once the rancor- 
, ous 
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bus breaft indulges the latent fpdrk ma* 
lign,whd can declare how far the bane- 
ful influence will extend ? — Why did 
we envyjofeph?— What had he done? 

Rfeply thyfelf to that tormenting 
thought, retutii'd he furioufly. — His 
itterit i# our condemnation; — had he 
been lefs amiable, we had been lefs 
gtiilty. — But could riototrrfathermouni 
tfaid fon, without oiif being the for c'd 
IpeSaltors of his forrow ?— Why did he 
call us to the wood ?— he might have 
bfeatfi'd his plaintive moans alone.—- 
fam would I filence the awaken'd riio- 
rirtor within, and again lull it into reft* 
~What opiate fliall I finfd ? — none ;— 
the whole creation yields not fuch a 
poWer. — May fhadOws, dark as was our 
d£ed, rfcft on the faftal day tf hen unat- 
tended be fought us irt Dothart ! But 
X fdt 
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for that fatal opportunity our hatred 
had ne'er blaz'd to the detefted deed. 

Vainly thou imagineft, replied Nap- 
thali,that opportunity matur'd the black 
defign, or that our rancour had ex- 
pir'd, like fome glimm'ring flame de-- 
priv'd of air.— Ah, no ! — The feeds 
of vice once fown within the heart, die 
not but by repentance ;— each day the 
malignant paffion, unreftrain'd,acquir'd 
new ftrength, till it deftroy'd our inno- 
cence and peace. — Thus an infant, with 
unfufpicious care, nurtures the fpeckled 
fnake; — pleas'd with its variegated 
beauty, he receives it an inmate of his 
bread, nor feels till late the deadly fling. 

As thus they utter *d accents of bit- 
tereft remorfe, unmindful of the way, 
they had regain'd the path which leads 
to the patriarchal dwellings. — The 

guiltlefs 



«gulltlefs family of Aflier had long ex- 
pefted his return : — two lovely boys, 
once the fond objefts of his care, urg'd 
by their anxious mother, had wander'd 
forth tomeettheir abfentfire; theypafs'd 
the filent paftures, and foon within the 
limits of the lawn perceiv'd their father. 
•—Joy animated their feeble limbs ;— 
they ran towards him, and hanging on 
his neck, exprefs'd their artlels trans- 
ports. — He ftarts as from a dreadful 
dream; and looking fternly on his lifp- 
ing innocents, burfts from their tender 
arms, and takes a diftant road. — The 
affrighted pair run trembling to the cot- 
tage, and acquaint their mother. 

Amaz'd,yet unable to fuggeft the caufe 
of fuch difquietude,fhe quits the peace- 
ful abode, and with diforder'd air, tra- 
verfes the dewy plain, 

X % Mean 
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Mean time the ajniable mourners 
had returned to the paternal bower:— 
penfive, yet tranquil, they append ;— 
the look ferene, the mien compos'd, 
yet fad, eviuc'd a heart where virtu- 
ous fenfibility and fortitude, the effeft 
of confidence in Heaver*, exerted mu- 
tual fway.-— -The plaintive moan* of 
Zenah reach'd the ear pf the compaf- 
fionate maiden. — Attentive ever to the 
Yoice of woe, fte flew to offer the 
foothing aid of comfort to the nntapr 
py. — Surpriz'd,flie found the difconfo- 
late wife of Alher, wandering with un- 
certain ftep acrofc the ifloon-light plain, 
— What, O my geptl? filler J {he ex- 
claimed, calls thee from thy fweet do- 
meftic ts^ft; at thU umtfual hpur ?— Ah 1 
cheerlefc <*nd alone;— Why thoie difhe- 
vell'd treffes and eye$ bath'd in tears ? 
—Make not thy Dinah a ftranger to 

thy 
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*$hy grief, — — O beft of lifters f re- 
turned the afflifted Zenab, direft me, 
if thou can'ft, to find the unhappy 
ACher.— He is departed from hiiqfelf ; 
— np more paternal froiles gil4 hisbrpw; 
frowns and unkindnefs have ufurp'd 
the place pf .tencjernefs and love ;-r 
even now he rparas, f*r diftant from 
his hpme, like fame fad being in whom 
?eafan has retir'd frpm her throop* ■ *■- 
Dinah, tenderly embracing her, weep- 
ing, replied, Behold, roy dear Zenah I 
a |harer in thy farrow.— Yes, I fympa- 
thize with thee J— But perhaps grief for 
our lamented brother occafions this un* 
ufual condyft;— yet forrqw mallows 

the ruthlefs heart. Anger and unr 

fcindnefs are not the fymptams of a 
mind oppreft'd by tender fonrow&.~ 
Whoever he the caufe let us conceal 
W from our father's ear ; pierc'd as he 

is 
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is with woe, this new misfortune would 
almoft quench the lamp of life. 

Whilft flie thus fpake, Reuben ad- 
vanced towards them. — Long had his 
manly brow been clouded with melan- 
choly.— -Zenah awaited not his ap- 
proach ; the flew towards him, and im- 
patiently enquir'd tidings of her Alher. 
Calm, he replied, thofe fears thy 
tendernefs fuggefts.— Pity, O Zenah ! 
the wretched Alher ;— he is a ftranger 
to repofe. — Be it thy care to footh his 
anxiety; yet feek not with fruitlefs 
curiofity to explore a fecret which 
perhaps ill fuits thy gentle ear, — Leave 
him to Heaven, and enjoy that peace 
which confcious virtue yields. — This 
moment I beheld him, with hafty 
ftep, enter thy abode. — Zenah, whofe 
countenance inftantly brightened into 
(miles of joy, adjufted her diforder'd 

air 
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air, and a (Turning a look of fweetnefs,. 
return'd impatiently to the cottage. 

Reuben fought not the gentle aid of 
fleep ; but purfuing his folitary walk, 
vifited the dwellings of his other bre- 
thren :— in thofe once tranquil abodes 
he difcovered the traces of horror and 
defpair. — Some he found mournfully 
mufing in a fequefter'd part of the 
cheerlefs manfion, regardlefs of the 
pleafing prattle of an infant train ;— 
others reclin'd fleeplefs on their couch, 
the prey of anguilh infupportable.— 
Awaken'd confcience lhed around its 
dreadful terrors; for tranfient is the 
lethargy of fin in minds not wholly loft 
to virtue's facred power.— Reuben,who 
had not ceas'd to regard with affe&ion 
the youthful Joleph, felt the bitternefs 
of remorfe for his guilty pufillanimity ; 

—his 



—his tears mingled with the falling 
dews, and his fighs difturb'd the filence 
of the night. 
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THE houfe of Potiphar was the 
afylum which Heaven had ap- 
pointed for the reception of the youth- 
ful Hebrew; — there no galling fetters 
awaited his tender limbs, no unkind 
menaces accofted his ear; butfoft com- 
paffion breath'd her gentle wbifpers, 
and pity pour'd a lenient balm o'er his 
forrows, — Iroprefs'd with every ami- 
Y able 
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able feeling of humanity, the heart of 
the benevolent Egyptian foon became 
infpir'd with affe&ion towards his pati- 
ent (lave ;— he beholds him with ten- 
dernefs ; he weeps o'er his injuries : — 
often he hears him recount the plea- 
furesof his youth, the fimplicity of the 
paftoral life, and the artlefs manners of 
the fhepherds. — He liftens to his tales 
of engaging innocence whilft the filver 
moon purfues her (ilent journey through 
the Heavens, nor heeds the lapfe of 
time, till fmiling in the eaft Aurora opes 
the rofy gates of morn. 

On a delightful evening, as the dews 
foftly alighted on the tender grafs, and 
the golden rays of the fun were rece- 
ding from the fummits of the tall groves; 
—when high in air the tuneful lark was 
warbling her laft fong to the departing 
day, Potiphar, guided by friendfhip's 

fvveeteft 



fweeteft impulfe, walk'd forth into the 
fields to meet the faithful Jofeph re- 
turning from his rural labour: — he 
perceiv'dhim approaching; fidelity and 
gratitude had infpir'd his tranquil coun- 
tenance. — Let us repofe, faid the ge- 
nerous matter, beneath this umbrage* 
ous fhade : the beams of light retire, 
the ftars deck the ethereal arch ; I am 
impatient to hear the relation you yef- 
ternight began ; — go on belov'd youth, 
rehearfe the ftory of thy wrongs ; I 
am interefted in the affe&ing recital ; 
jny heart fympathizes in thy fufferings. 

Jofeph, with complacent looks, re- 
plied, Though painful the tafk, I will 
x efume my fad narrative. — Often has 
thine ear, my kindeft benefa&or, heard 
my delighted tongue dwell on the fe- 
licity of my earlieft days. — Thou haft 
heard me fpeak of Ifrael's tender. 
Y 2 nefs, 



nefs,-~of Benjamin's endearments,— 
nor till the hour which beheld m$ forc'd 
from my native country, had I expe- 
rienced the cruelty of my brethren ;— - 
then did I cafl: a wifliful look on Mam- 
re ; I look'd for feme pitying hand, 
but there was none. As I followed, 
with relu&ant fteps, the merchants who 
were now the matters of my fate, I call 
a parting glance on my unfeeling bre- 
thren ; joy animated their faces ; and 
when at a diftance from Dothan'$ 
flow'ry plain, their chearful fhouts 
pierc'd my car.- O Ilrael! I ex- 
claim'd, how will thine affeftionate 
bread fuftain the recital of thy Jofeph's 

fufferings. Ah ! niay'ft thou never 

know them! But rather fuppofe he 
fleeps in the peaceful bofom of the 

earth. Ye hills of Canaan! neveT 

lhall I again climb your verdant fides, 
*~Adieu, ye rocks ! on whofe craggy 

fummits 
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fammits I have hail'd the rifing morn. 

. . r —Ah ! who my flocks (hall lead you 

to the limpid ftream, or explore for 
you the fragrant herbage ?— I go to a 
far diftant land, where no kind father 

- : dwells, no infant brother runs with 

tott'ring ftep to welcome my return. 

f ;;. The merchants, by a thoufand tender 

- - affiduities, fought to alleviate my for* 

; ^ rows ; to erafe from my memory all 

^ 7 j traces of my wrongs ; but the idea of 

cs iny venerable parent deploring my ab- 

;. fence, haunted my imagination, and 

t ftiook the fortitude which the cruelty of 

my brethren had been unable to do.— 

I thought I beheld him tearing thofe 

filver locks which are whiter than the 

fnow-crown'd top of Caucafuij — I 

beard him vent his unavailing forrows 

1 to the pitying gales, and making the 

woods of Mam re reverberate the name 

of 



of his lamented Jofcph. — You havefeen 
in the moments preceding a temped 
the powers of nature fufpended in a 
dead calm, ere the awakening ftornt 
pours out its fury ; the face of Hea- 
ven is obfcur'd by congregated clouds; 
the filent winds at diftance fleep; not 
a breeze difturbs theduflcy lake; even 
the afpin ceafes its tremulous motion ; 
the growling ftorm is heard at a dif- 
tance through the fadden'd foreft : as 
it approaches nearer, the cedars bend 
their lofty tops ; the rifing whirlwind 
roars through the arch of Heaven; 
the rivers, fwoln by impetuous cata- 
racts, rufh o'er all the delug'd plain, 
and fweep the devoted hamlet from 

its bafe. Thus the grief which was 

too great for utterance, long rankled , 
within my bread; the attentive ear 
heard not my fighs ; no tears bedew'd 
my cheek; I walk abforpt in melaa* 

choiy; 

) 
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choly ; I faw not the ftupendous moun- 
tains on either fide, nor regarded thofc 
majeftic woods which are coeval with the 
earth ; and now the night had wrapp'd 
the earth in a pleafing gloom (for in 
that pure flcy the luftre of the Heavenly 
bodies is never obfcured, but innume-i 
rable hofts of ftars are ever feen glow- 
ing in the fields of azure). The mer- 
chants repos'd on the banks of a river ; 
they released their loaded camels, and 
prepared a genial repaft.— I retir'd from 
the feftive company to indulge my for- 
rows ; the planetary orbs were reflefted 
in the waters. — Through a chafm of the 
mountains I could perceive the hills of 
Canaan ftill above the horizon. I 
faw their lofty fummits illuminated by 
the mild radiance of the moon.— Ah ! 
I cried ! my belov'd land, muft I no 
more revifit thee ? Mamre, in whofe 

tranquil 
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tranquil bowers my happy youth wa$ 
pafs'd in innocence and blifs, farewell ! 
I {hall no more lead my flocks along 
thy flow'ry plain; I (hall no more 
chant my carelefs lays beneath your 
fhade, ye pines !— The fmiling Benja- 
min in vain expe&s my return ;•— my 
father will no more fold me in his arms. 
—Should I now, aided by the fhade of 
night, endeavour to return, whether 
could my baplefs footfteps wander ? I 
can never explore the tracklefs defert ; 
the monfters of the wild would ob* 
ftruQ my (light ; I never fhall behold 
againthe bowers of peace.—- Icaft myfelf 
on the dewy earth ; loud fighs rent my 
bofom. In the violence of my defpair I 
grafp'd the fpangled verdure ; I wifh'd 
myfelf within the bofom of the deep* 
•— -To what purpofe, I exclaim'd, do 
I fuftain this hated life?— to flavery ?— 
to mifery ?— No; I will annihilate it; 

— it 
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*— it fliall glide away in the limpid 
ftream ; — I will be as though I had ne- 
ver been !— At that moment, founds 
more than mortal ftruck my ear ; they 
were inexpreflible by human powers* 
— The violence of my grief inftanta- 
neoufly fubfided, and I felt compolure 
and manly refignation poffefs my fouh 
—I again threw myfelf on the earth, 
but retain'd not my former fenfations* 
-—I addrefs'd the Omnipresent with 
placid fubm/flion; — I beheld him in 
the amiable light of a tender parent, 
who, in the exuberance of his love, 
vifits his children with paternal correc- 
tion.— God of my fathers ! faid I, for- 
give the weaknefs of humanity ; even 
now I abhor my rebellious will, and fly 

to thee for pardon and fupport.- 

Strengthen, O God ! my weak obedi- 
ence ; no more I revolt at thy decrees ; 
lead where thou wilt, to flavery or to 
Z death. 
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death. — —Imagine a Wretch detain^ 
from the chearful light of Heaven in 
fome fubtertaneous abode ;,•— he Feds 
the oppreffive darknefs ; — horf-or and 
fear affail him on ev'ry fide* — In fofiae 
propitious moment he breaks from his 
imprifonment, and haftens to the en- 
livening day ; he beholds the face of 
nature irradiated with the fclar beams, 
and his foul is fill'd with an inexpref- 
fible tranfport. Such was the joy I 
felt diffused through my breaft ;— -the 
gloom of defpair was ho more. — I arofe 
with alacrity, and return'd to the mer* 
chants ; — from their difcdurfe I leartit 
that Uziei, the chtef of their bands, was 
at Damafcus ; — thither they determine- 
to conduft me. 

And now the morning beatti'd on the 
mountains.~My eyes were no longer 
infenfible t6 the charms of nature >•— 

they 



( *79 ) 

they dwelt with rapture on the fcenes 
around, which were more beautiful than 
imagination can form. The. country 
through which we pafs'd refembleci a 
luxuriant garden ; lawns of the moft 
lively verdure were cover'd with innu- 
merable flocks, whofe fleeces emulated 
^he new fall'n fnows; trees of umbra- 
geous foliage overfhadow'd innumerous 
flow'rs of the richeft dies and mqft ex- 
alted fragrance , — the vine crept along 
the azure rocks loaded with delicious 
clutters ; the glowing tints of the orange 
were feen through the vernal branches, 
and a variety of exquifite fruits adcrn'd 
the beautiful enclofures.— Such are the 
beauties which charm the admiring tra- 
veller as he pafles through that delight- 
ful country ; — but how auguft the dif- 
tant prolpeft ! Towards the eaft, Cau- 
cafus hides his majeftic head amidft the 
clouds, and Taurus lifts his hoary lop : 
Z a —you 
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—you beheld tbe extewfive- foreft of 
Libanus, waving with thoufand* of aipi- 
ring cedars, planted by. the &aeat : 
Creator.— To the weft riles the grea* 
fea*, covered with innumerable', (hips, 
and interfperfed with iflaods that arc 
rob f d in verdure, and crqwn'd with fer- 
tility ;-*— the diftant billows refleQed the 
beams of the fun, and glitter'dwithre- 
fplendency beyond the lucid diamonds 
of the ea(Lr**I contemplated the mag- 
nificent fccne, and funk, oppre&'d by 
my fenjations.-^How wonderful, I cried, 
O thou Adorable Creator ! is ihe 

difplay of - thy power ! all which 

my aftonifli'd fight beholds, hail thou 
form'd.; yet is this fcene, fo extenfive, 
fo auguft, but a part of thy works !--* 
yea, the fpacious earth itielf appears as 
nothing amidft the immenfity of thy 
creation !-— how tranfcendently glorious 
then art thou ! 

On 

The Mediterranean, 



■ (i8i) 

• On our' arrival at Dafaiafcus I was 
prefented to U^iel : — he was an ol4 
man, bat his figure was perfeftly grace* 
ful ;— his filver locks fell on his (boul- 
ders $— his countenance, imprefs'd by- 
the furrows of age, was inexpreflibly 
ferene, and his eyes were at once mild 
and penetrating ;— he was form'd to in- 
fpire reverence and, love. I ap- 
proached him with fenfations fimilar to 
thofe I had been wont to feel in ther 
prefence of Ifrael my father ;-*-he re* 
ceiv'd me with tendernefs, and turning 
to the merchants, enquir'd by what 
means I became their property ;— they 
acquainted him, with an air of felf-ap* 
plaufe ; — but fcarcely had they ended 
their relation, than his countenance ex-r 
prefs'd the deepeft difpleafure; — his 
eyes, which feem'd to have been long 
unus'd to refentmem, flafh'd indigna* 

tion j 



tion ; — in accents awful and command- 
ing, he condemned the inhuman traffic. 

I was tenderly k>v'd by Uzicl, who 
delighted to employ thofe hours which 
the fans of avarice paf&'d in counts 
ing their fordid treafurcs, in the culti- 
vation of my mind.— He had pafs'd bis 
life in an intercourfe with the different 
nations of the earth, had ftudied man- 
kind, and was vers'd in the knowledge 
of human nature ;— to him fcience had 
unfolded her facred myfteries; — be 
ftudied the motions of the Heavens, 
and the order of nature ; — but above 
ail, he had contemplated theDivtNiTY 
in the ftupendous works of the crea- 
tion; — his devdtions were animated 
with facred ardour, and his piety heara'd 
forth in benevolence to all mankind* 
— — Thufi,whilft he unfolded to me tbc 
treafures of knowledge, he ceas'd not 

to 
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W> expatiate on die beauty of virtue, 
and the aroiablenefs of an unaffe&ed 
piety. — -I felt an inexpreffible pleafure 
in attending to his inftru&ions :— as the 
ftill drops of the night defcend cm the 
fragrant bloffoms, his words penetrated 
my foul ;— *hey invigorated every fa- 
culty. 

I faw at Datnafcus inhabitants of va* 
rious countries;-**fchofe wha refided be* 
heath groves of the moft^rcdousfpi- 
ees and perfumes, brought hither their 
odoriferous treafttres ;— £ne linen of 
the eaft, and garments of the richeft 
purple were profnfely feen .—Crowds 
of merchants annually frequented the 
city ; they purchas'd the produce of the 
different climates, and exported them 
to the various countries *rf •ihc wofeld : 
—the ocean, which fectiurto fepajate 
mankind, k by ^hemowidor'd the ce- 
ment 
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inent of nations ; — they move with ra* 
pidity along the furface of the wat'ry 
element, and commit themfelves to the 
viciffitudes of winds and waves. 
My venerable friend fail'd not of en* 
gaging my attention' to the various ob- 
jects which furrounded us, from each of 
which he would draw obfervations for 
my inftru&ion.— There is nothing, 
he us'd to fay, however inconfiderable 
or trifling, but to the affiduous mind 
will furnifh hints for the advancement 

in knowledge or virtue. Behold,my 

dear Jofeph ! he would fay, the bufy 
fcenes with which you are furrounded, 
and learn to venerate thofe arts which 
augment the comforts of life.— Induf- 
■£ry and commerce ' are the finews of 
wealth; by thefe a nation procures eafe, 
affluence, and refinement,——* With- 
hold not reverence from thofe, who, to 
adorn their land with all the various 

products 



jJrodufts of the globe, forego the fweet i 
of focial life, and plow the watiy ele- 
ment. — Yet in thofe fruits which pain- 
ful induftry procures, too oft an evil 
lurks, of which, O my youthful friend ! 
beware. Dread luxury, which ener- 
vates the mind and nurtures vice ; for 
virtue, O Jofeph ! is no lefs neceflary 
to the welfare of a (late than to that of 
private life. Whene'er a nation is im- 
mers'd in vice, know that its deftruftion 
is at hand. 

In the fociety of my fege inftraftor I 
enjoy'd fo exquifite a pleafure, that I 
bad almoft fdrgotten my injuries. — The 
time approach'd for our departure; and 
we traversed thofe vaft deferts of Arabia, 
where the intenfe heat is augmented by 
prodigious trafrs of burning fand. — 
Here we faw not the moll diftant foli- 
age, nor perceiv'd the froallcft riv'let to 
2 A allay 



( i«6 > 

allay our exceffive thirft^nb t'unefuf 
bird is heard| to chant, nor low of 
herds delights the ear: fometimes ail 
impetuous gale fweeps the calid plain 5 
the diffipated duft obfcures the air, and 
threatens the haplefs traveller wkh de- 
ftru&ion. — r— My filial feparation from 
Uziel was now approaching. I fell a 
prey to : ths bittereft anxieties. The 
uncertainty Qf the fate which awaited 
me fiU'd ipy imagination with terror.— 
One night, as I was retired to reft, after 
having offer'd my devotions to the 
Eternal, Ifellafleep. Two lpvfcly 
youths appear'd before me ; they were 
more beautiful than . any objeft I had 
ever beheld ; their flaxen hair wav'd in 
ringlets on their graceful (houlders, and 
their countenances refembled thofe 
charming tints which adorn the fky 
when firft the day iffues from the eaft. — 
One of them addrefs'd me, and as he 

fpake 



fpake I felt a divine tranquillity. — Son 
of Ifrael, faid the charming vifion, 
chafe from thy breaft thefe traces ofde- 
fpondency : know, all the a&ions of 
men are weigh'd in the balance of Eter- 
nal Justice; he has commanded 
us to prepare for thy reception in Egypt ; 
there thou muft a long feafon remain, 
fo the Most, Hi-gh decrees : Yet re- 
pine not thou at his difpenfations ; 
thofe whom he loves he chaftens. As 
thy guardian angels, he hatti'commif- 
fion'd us to attend thy fteps ; — with de- 
light we execute. See then thou mur- 

mureft not at his fovVeign will. 1 

awoke at the celeftial voice ; I Iook'd 
around for the Heavenly meffengers, 
but faw them not, yet ftill their ferene 
accents founded in my ears, I felt am 
inexpreiTible compofure,andarofe tore* 
turn thanks to the God of my fathers. 

£ A 3 Pardoa, 



Pardon/ OBest of Beings, lexZ 
elaim'd, the weaknefs of humanity : 
even whilft this ftubborn heart recoils 
at thy decrees, it owlis thy difpenfations 
goo<JT- — If yet my bounded reafon fees 
not the piirpofe of thy wifdom ; if in 
toy breaft lurks there a fecret wife to 
evade the diSates of thy providence, 
forgive the mortal- fraiJty, Lead, then, 
my God ; no will perverfe tn me re- 
mains. Do thou but prop my "weak re* 
folves, and 1 fhaH meet with fortitude 
whatever thou ordain'ft my lot. The 
extended world is thine ; and fhould I 
dwell where human foot has never trod, 
Amidft the barren wildernefs, or on 
the dreary fummits of thofe hills where 
cheerlefs winter ever reigns, can I be 
wretched whM furrutuided by thy 
love ? Thou alone can'ft fatisfy the 
thirfl of fcappinefs which fprings Sox 
f yer in the foul. — Where e'er thy pre-, 

' ' * « fence 



fence (tines, there peasp and hearMelt 
joy muft ever fpring. 

We were now near a certain city, 
whither the merchants, led by conjmer-, 
cial views, dire&ed their way.r— Uziel 
faid to me, You have, my belov'd Jo- 
feph, beheld cities enrich'd by com- 
merce, and induftry rewarded yrith afflu* 
ence; but you have never feen the moft 
amiable objeQ: in the creation— a good 
roan, opprefs'd by calamity, yet fuftain- 
ing the affli&ive ftorm with pious intre- 
pidity. — Here you will fee one made 
perfeft by differing, and welcoming the 
fevere difpenfation&of Omnipotence, 
■ ■ What is the darling fplendor of 
greatnefs-r-what the luftre of power 
and ambition to fuch a fight ? which 
Heaven itfelf contemplates with de- 
light.-!— You (hall behold a man made 
great by pauen$e~the venerable Job 

fuperio? 
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fuperior to his forrows; from his moutTi 
you fllaTT acquire wifdoiri, ' and learn 
from his example to endure aaverfity : 
afciehce, 'infinitely more abftrufethafi 
the knowledge of thofe refplendent 
orbs which move in yonder fpace. 

As we entered the gates,' we beheld a 
vaft multituil& crown'd' with wreaths of 
cyprefs,and bearing in their hands large 
bafkets of ttte frefheft'flow^sl Their 
flow aftd fbleriirt fteps were refponfive to 
theperifivfe airs df various ihftruments 
of mufic/^-^Twelve youths, rob'd in 
white g&Vmetits, preceded the mourhful 
proce'ffiori;* they carried branches of 
myrtle, #rid ftmg as they mov'd along 
the excfellertci* of him whbfe death they 
lamented.— —Ilfcidl fobn obtaijl'd the 
fad ihteingehee, that his friend, whom 
he *li6^d tbiiaive' prefs'd'to his bofomj 
was gbite "Aiwii to the dtfft. — —Ten 

*■■*'. times 
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times the fun had perform'd his CQurfe . 
through Heaven, fince he.h.^d ceap'd to, 
be among the living, — As , often as the 
returning fpring ftrew'd her odorous 
treafures in. the lap of nature, his de- 
fcendants and friends commemorate the 
day, which depriv'd the world of fo 
fair a pattern of meekly 'd<p3tjence. 

The afflifted merqhant K$tir!d awhile. 
to pay the tribute of tears to tb$ memo. 
ry of his friend. As for me, I attended, 
the. folemnity to the torn b^ which wa^ 
of Parian marble, unornamented by 
^culpture or imagery.. The, i&oral 
youths laid their garlands thereon, and 
plac'don the urn an, irpmepfe quantity, 
of the moft coftly perfumes. — With.a 
taper they enkindled the fragrant hpap;. 
the curling fmoke afcend|ed f andfthe> 
air was fill'd with the odoriferous in- 

cenfe* 
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fccnfe. Whilft the precious offerings 
were confuming, they pour'd around li- 
bations of the richeft wine, and the 
white-rob'd youths fung.— ^-Benign- 
ant fhade t if yet thou hovereft around, 
accept the tribute which we pay to the 
memory of thy virtues !— Bright ftar 
of the eaft !— As the fpicy odours are 
diffused through the air, fo was thef 
fame of thy excellence difpers'd through 
the nations. 

Our grateful libations fhall flovr 
around, for thy benevolence furround- 
ed the dwellings of the wretched.—* 
Who has not heard the name of Job ? 
- — What climate fo remote that has not 
been vifited by the fame of his forti- 
tude?— While time performs its courfe, 
and the rofy year renews its fweets, 
we will celebrate thy virtues! — Pofte- 
rity fliall revere thy memory ! 

Uziel, 
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"• Uzicl, unable to bear the violence of 
his forrow, had retir'd to an adjacent 
grove. When the penfive multitude 
was withdrawn, he approached the 
tomb ; I law him from a diftant palm * 
—he walk'd around the facfed fpot, and 
. he utier'd his lamentations, but I could 
only hear hb profound fighs : he re« 
tir'd not to reft, but; fpent the night at 
the tomb of his friend.— — ~Whil ft my 
mind was imprefs'd by the folemnity I 
had feen, I beheld a venerable figure 
Handing before me : — it was an old 
man, of a grave ferene countenance ; 
inflexible patience and manly refigna- 
tion were apparent in the lineaments 
of his face. With a majeftic ftep he 
. advanc'd towards me ; and, with a be-i 
nignant fmile, faid, O youth ! to whom 
the Eternal hath allotted the bread 
of adverBty, be not difmay'd,but tread 
with xefignation the path which lies be- 
8 B fore 
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fore thee. From the earlieft dawn of 
reafon I fought him ; my way was per- 
feft in his fight, yet he caus'd me to 
drink of the cup of affli&ion. I was 
opprefs'd by many forrows ; but as the 
beams of the fun fucceed the black 
ftorms cf the north, fo did the Su- 
preme caufe prolperity to reward my 
probation. — I came forth from the ar- 
duous trial as gold from the refiners 
pot. — Thou mult pafs through many 
forrows, yet hold faft thine integrity ; 
thy days of mourning will be precious 
in his fight ; he will reward thy years 
of adverfity. 

At that moment Uziel call'd me. 
The rays of the morning were 
playing on the mountains ; they illu- 
min'd the marble tomb. — We quitted 
the awful Ipot, and purfu'd our way 
to Egypt,— -.Soon the maffy walls of 

Memphis 
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Memphis arofe to our view ;— we be- 
held the Nile, fwoln with angry pride, 
diffufing its redundant waters o'er the 
land ;— a feftive troop hail'd the wel- 
come harbinger of plenty ;— the youths 
and virgins form'd a dance along its 
fedgy banks. Surely, my friend, I 
cried, we have attain'd the regions of 
undifturb'd felicity* The iron hand of 
care alights not on thefe happy people ; 
their minds are ferene as the breeze 
which falutes their plenteous foil* 

Thefe, replied the merchant, are the 
Egyptians, aflembled, as their annual 
cuftom is, to jcelebrate the faurce of 
their fertility. Thou wilt not here, 
my fon, behold, as in the land of thy 
nativity, refrelhing fhowers watering 
the thirfty ground; no timely rains calj 
forth the fwelling buds and opening 
flowers; but the river which thou feeft* 
2 B % at 
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at dated periods is repfemfc'd hf tor* j 

tents from the mountains of Abyffifria * * 

then the redundant flood exceeds ks j 

bounds, and delages the thirty foil :— * 

The earth enrkh'd, yiefch her abtin- ! 

dantftores; luxuriant herbage robes 

the vernal paftore; the green blade 

Springs exuberantly; and twice the fmi* 

ling year fees golden harv efts erowrt 

the vale. — Hence then the tranfport 

which thou ieeft ; nor wonder we the 

fons df Egypt celebrate with feftive 

fongs the fountain of their wealth. 

If it be fo, I return'd, then fureljr 
thefe triumpham fbngs exprefe the 
Voice of gratitude.— Tis (he, my friend, 
infpires the dance ;— 'tis (he who fweUs 
the vocal reed. ■ » O facred gratitude ! 
daughter of piety! How tranfcen* 
dently lovely art thou ! As the beams 
Of the fun impart flavour to the glowing 

fruits 
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fmits of autumn, fo does thy influence 
give a zed to ev'ry bleffing ! The mind 
which fees not the fair creation through 
thy mirror perceives a horrid blank !— . 
* vacuum all !— Without thee, rip'ning 
funs and vernal fhowers are giv'n in 
vain ; — thou enabled man tp tafte the 
various bounties that enrich bis. lot, 
stadit is thou who fwell'ft the bar- 
iwony of angelic harps. Come, heavnly 
Pox/r, and evermore poffefs fifty foul ! 
Even while I pluck the unfavory gourd 
that crowns the fieri! rock, I'll tune my 
fongtothee, 

Uriel, vrith a finile, heard the loft 
thapfody.— How beautifully, laid lie, has 
thy youthful fancy drawn the raofl ami- 
able paffion of the human breaft. Yet 
know, my fon, gratitude is not among 
the joyous throng to whom thou erro- 
neoufly afcribeft it. Seldom ere her 

footfteps 



foa ndfn the polIattdAwcT. 
fo0tRep f' mortality •; riot and wild dif- 
f ' ng * °w cl tho ^ e w ^ om now t ^ lou ^ e ^ 
\ d*n cin 8 on ^ e ename ^ d mead* 
The Egyptians on ce were happy ia 
the p" rt knowledge of the Supreme 5 
then, as the riiing flood furpafs'd its 
bounds, the kindling foul glow'd with 
exalted rapture, and fongsof praiferer 
J founded to the diftant fhores : but now, 
no longer guided by that lacred light, 
i they perceive not the Great First 

[ Cai/se Wlio governs and direQs the 

various powers of nature* Thou, my 
belov'd Jofeph! whom, probably the 
<livine will has deftin'd to dwell with 
this people, preferve unftain'd the faitk 
which thou haft receiv'd from thy fa- 
thers ; and know, the higheft happinefs 
which the Creator beftows on man is 

the* exalted privilege of knowing Him 

aright. 

Thus 
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i Thus engag'd in inftru&ive converfe 
we attain'd the borders of Egypt. How 
lovely, Taid I, is the face of this coun- 
try! it refembles a well-cultivated 
garden . -It is beautiful, faid Uziel, 
by nature, and it is improved by thofc 
arts which augment the bleffings of 
life. The people are induftrious; they 
apply themfelves to husbandry ; and 
the earth, ever grateful, rewards their 
labours; they export the produQ of 
their fields ; and, in exchange, receive 
gold, filver, and rich apparel. Thou 
wilt here perceive a mode of life which 
* refembles not that thou haft feen in the 
dwellings of thy father : thou wilt be- 
hold a people cloth'd in magnificent 
garments,whofe houfes are adorn'd with 
coftly ornaments. The fimple avo- 
cations of the fhepherds are an abomi- 
nation to this poiilh'd nation. Thou 

xnuft 



itmft so more follow the bleating flocks 
as An the hills of Canaan. 

Alas ! I exclaim'd, with a figh, mull 
J forerer refign the fweet employ meat 
of my youth? Ddightfuldays! when 
o'er the mountains I led the flocks of 
Ifrael .-—Still in that pleafing talkin- 
duig'd, this bleeding heart might yet 
again find peace. I would lead my 
fleecy charge far from the haunts of 
men ; I would te&th them to liftentp 
•my tale of forrows.— - But tdl we, I 
continued, wipiHig a pe»Gve tear, tell 
me, my fage conductor, are tbefe peo- 
ple more happy for the acquirements 
you defcribe ? Have they not J©ft in 
exchange for them a more ineftimable 
*reafune,fimplicity of religion and mai}* 
»ners ?•— ^-True, O my fon ! return'd 
the merchant, that fimplicity they no 
- more retain; yet beware left we arraign 

the 
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the defigns . of providence.— Liberally 
o'er the extended earth hath the .Crea- 
tor dilpers'd his bleffings, and wflls 
mankind, by mutual intercourfe, to en- 
oy thofc various gifts: — Let us then 
poffefs with gratitude, nor by indulging 
luxury, or avarice (corroder of the 
heart), pervert the favours of benjgnaqt 
Heaven. 

Slowly qn their maffive hinges op'd 
the brazen gates. We enter'd the 
city amidft a gazing multitude, A 
traveller,intent on exploring the fecret 
wonders of nature, defcends into a 
cavern where the fun had never dartpd 
an enlightening beam* The denfe va- 
pours feize on all hispqw'rs ; an horri- 
ble d^ead thrills through hisfr^me.— — - 
Such were my feelings at the near ap- 
proach of that moment which muft for 
ever fepar^te me from my dear Uziel, 
2 C whom 
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whom I regarded with filial affe&ion. 
I look'd around to fold him in a laft 
embrace ; to thank him for his cares, 
his love ; but he was no where to be 
found.— Doubtlefs, unable to fuftain 
the parting anguifh, he -had mingled 
with the crowd.— And now I lifted nty 
clafp'd hands to Heav'n. — The time is 
come, I cried, Great Ruler of 
Events ! Be thou the guide of my 
fad fate ! All from thy paternal hand 
is good.— The Ifhmaeliteswho accom- 
panied me, forgot for a while their 
hopes of gain to contemplate with afto- 
nifliment the magnificence which every 
where adorns that city.' As forme, 
I regarded not the ftupendous edifices, 
nor obferved the fplendor which on 
ev'ry fide appear'd. — The Egyptians 
throng'd around us ; fome even dropp'd 
a tear of pity for my early forrows. 
•——Soon I perceiv'd thee advanc- 
ing 
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irig on the mart : my foul recognis'd 
thine, and claim'd an intereft in thy 
breaft.— — Need I proceed; — the reft 
thou knoweft.— Thy kindnefs has 
abated the rigour of my deftiny, has 
footh'dmy grief-worn mind.— Thefe 
groves, thefe hills have witnefs'd to my 
gratitude ; often have they refounded 
with the recital of thy benevolence : 
the rifing and the fetting day have 
heard the grateful theme. 

Jofeph had ceas'd to fpeak, yet ftil I 
his pleafing accents dwelt on the ear 
of Potiphar.— • He fat filentand atten- 
tive, as if lift ning to the affeQing nar- 
rative; then withdrawing his moiften'd 
eye from the ground, he tenderly ex- 
claim'd, Why art thou filent, belov'd 
youth ?— Still could I liften to thy 
voice ; ftill weep o'er the melting ftory 
of thy forrows. — What filial tender- 
2 C 2 nefs, 
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nc^whaJ pious fortitude have marked 
thy earlieft. years-!— May. ne'er -misfor- 
tune perfecufaTthee more ! — Here may 
thy future days be pafs'd in peace ! agd 
when I feel the weight of years, and 
haften to the lot appointed for all of hu- 
man race, may then thy friendship irja- 
diate that gloomy hour, #nd fraooth 
my paffage to the {hades of everlafting 
night! — Butwhence the blifs which now 
pervades my foul ?< — From Thee, Great 
Fountain of Beneficence we de- 
rive the joy of giving joy .—Thine are 
the precious overflowings of the heart, 
that whilft dilating in the good of 
others, taftes a felicity which emulates 
celeftial raptures. 



THB END OF THE FIRSTjKfl^ME. 
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